We cannot estimate the loss during this pandemic, according to the
morbidity or mortality rate. If we think from the economic point of
view, the country is struggling to recover from the slowdown caused
by the COVID-19. Approximately 34 million Bangladeshis or 20
percent of the population, live below by the poverty line. This
number has doubled by the end of year 2020.

Amy¯’Zv ev g„Z¨ynvi w`‡q Avgiv GB gnvgvix PjvKvjxb ¶q Abygvb
Ki‡Z cvwi bv| Avgiv hw` A_©‰bwZK `„wó‡KvY †_‡K wPšÍv Kwi,
†KvwfW-19 G m„ó g›`v †_‡K DV‡Z jovB KiwQ Avgiv| cÖvq 34
wgwjqb evsjv‡`kx A_ev †gvU RbmsL¨vi 20 kZvsk `vwi`ª¨mxgvi
bx‡P evm K‡i| 2020 mv‡ji †k‡l GB msL¨v GLb A‡bK
†e‡o †M‡Q|

Despite all obstacles and consequences, Bandhu Social Welfare
Society (Bandhu) has raised funds from across the country and
abroad for gender diverse and Hijra people to ensure health
support, including mental health, and provided food and cash
assistance with safety equipment across the country. Bandhu also
formed Humanitarian Task Force (HTF) consisting of 7 members at
central level for distributing relief and other supports to the
community at the root level with the support of local coordination
committees.

G mKj cÖwZeÜKZv m‡Ë¡I, eÜy †mvk¨vj I‡qj‡dqvi †mvmvBwU
(eÜy) gvbwmK ¯^v¯’¨mn, ¯^v¯’¨ mnvqZv wbwðZ Ki‡Z wj½ ˆewPÎ¨gq
I wnRov Rb‡Mvôxi Rb¨ †`k Ges †`‡ki evB‡i †_‡K Znwej msMÖn
K‡i Ges mviv‡`‡k myi¶v miÄv‡gi m‡½ Lv`¨ Ges bM` A_©
mnvqZv cÖ`vb K‡i‡Q| myôy I wbi‡c¶ ÎvY mnvqZv wbwðZ Ki‡Z
†K›`ªxq ch©v‡q mvZ m`‡m¨i wnDg¨vwb‡Uwiqvb Uv¯‹‡dvm© (GBPwUGd)
MVb K‡i‡Q eÜy, †mB m‡½ Z…Yg~j ch©v‡q ¯’vbxh mgš^q KwgwUi
mnvqZvq GB Rb‡Mvôxi ÎvY I Ab¨vb¨ mnvqZv wbwðZ K‡i‡Q|

In this edition, we have emphasized some of significant
achievements of Bandhu for the gender diverse and Hijra
community in the pandemic situation. We keenly thank the writers
and editorial team for their diligent effort. Also, our earnest thanks to
the readers for serving as our stimulation for the publication.

¯ú›`‡bi Gev‡ii msL¨vq gnvgvix cwiw¯’wZ‡Z wj½ ˆewPÎ¨gq I
wnRov Rb‡Mvôxi Rb¨ eÜyi K‡qKwU ¸iæZ¡cY~ © AR©‡bi Dci †Rvi
†`qv n‡q‡Q| †jLK Ges m¤úv`Kxq `j‡K Zv‡`i wbijm cwikª‡gi
Rb¨ Avgiv Mfxifv‡e ab¨ev` RvbvB| GQvovI GB cÖKvkbvi
DÏxcK wnmv‡e Avgv‡`i cvVK‡`i AvšÍwiK ab¨ev` Rvbvw”Q|
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2020 has passed with so many challenges and yearlong uncertainty
of COVID-19, that affected the life of individuals across the globe. In
Bangladesh, the situation is quite different compared to global
scenario, even though it's a vastly populated country, the 'Infected
v's Mortality' ratio is astonishing us. Till now there have been 514,500
confirmed cases of COVID-19 with 7,576 deaths. If we calculate the
ratio, 89% people had already recovered and death rate is quite low,
only 1.5% according to the government's COVID-19 website.

2020 mvjwU A‡bK cÖwZeÜKZvi mv‡_ †kl n‡q‡Q Ges COVID19Õi AvKw¯§K DÌvb mvivwe‡k¦i gvby‡li Rxeb‡K cÖfvweZ K‡i‡Q|
evsjv‡`‡ki cwiw¯’wZ ‰ewk¦K cwiw¯’wZi Zyjbvq G‡Kev‡iB Avjv`v,
hw`I GwU GKwU wekvj Rbeûj †`k, Z‡e ÔmsμgY ebvg g„Z¨yiÕ
AbycvZwU Avgv‡`i AevK K‡i| GLbI Aewa †KvwfW-19 G 5,576
R‡bi g„Z¨y n‡q‡Q, mv‡_ 514,500 R‡bi msμg‡Yi NUbv i‡q‡Q|
hw` Avgiv AbycvZwU MYbv Kwi Z‡e 89% †jvK BwZg‡a¨ my¯’
n‡q‡Qb Ges miKv‡ii †KvwfW-19 I‡qemvBU Abyhvqx g„Z¨yi nvi
gvÎ 1.5%|
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The workshop event started with a welcome
remark from Shale Ahmed, Executive Director,
Bandhu Social Welfare Society, Chair of the
Technical Working Group on Gender Diverse
Populations. He shared his gratitude to the
participants who were there to take this
initiative further. Mr. Shale Ahmed shared the
background and objectives of forming this
group. He also shared the purpose of the
workshop and highlighted the importance of
the group for further work.

GB we‡ePbvq eÜz g‡b K‡i, ¯’vbxq ch©v‡q GB kiYv_x©‡`i
mnvqZv Kivi Rb¨ we‡kl e¨e¯’v _vKv DwPZ| hv
ev¯Íevq‡b RvwZms‡Ni cÖhwy ³MZ mnvqZvq K·evRv‡i
¯’vbxqfv‡e KvR K‡i Ggb RvZxq I AvšÍR©vwZK
msMVb¸‡jvi mgš^‡q wj½ ˆewPÎ¨gq Rb‡Mvôxi mg_©‡b
ÔIqvwK©s MÖæcÕ bv‡g GKwU †RvU MV‡bi `vwqZ¡ †bq eÜz|
GB D‡`¨v‡Mi avivevwnKZvq K·evRv‡ii AvBwmGmwRi
m‡¤§jb K‡ÿ 1 A‡±vei 2020 ÔA¨vKkb cø¨vb IqvK©kcÕ
AbywôZ nq|
eÜz †mvk¨vj I‡qj‡dqvi †mvmvBwUi wbev©nx cwiPvjK I
wj½ ˆewPÎ¨gq Rb‡Mvôxi welqK †UKwbK¨vj IqvwK©s
MÖæ‡ci mfvcwZ mv‡jn Avn‡g‡`i ¯^vMZ e³‡e¨i gva¨‡g
GB cÖwkÿY Kvh©μg ïiæ nq| wZwb Zvi e³‡e¨ GB †RvU
MV‡bi g~j D‡Ïk¨ I †cQ‡bi BwZnvm Zz‡j a‡ib|
cvkvcvwk GB cÖwkÿ‡Yi jÿ¨ I ¸iZ¡ m¤ú‡K©I K_v
e‡jb| BDGbGBPwmAviÕi cÖ‡UKkb †m±‡ii Kg©KZ©v
eÜzi GB D‡`¨vM‡K mvayev` Rvbvb|
wZwb e‡jb, ÔAvgv‡`i DwPZ G ai‡Yi wewfbœ Kvh©μg
cwiPvjbv ev wj½ ˆewPÎ¨gq Rb‡Mvôxi Rb¨ wewfbœ
Av‡qvRb Ki‡Z mn‡hvMx‡`i DØy× Ki‡e| GB Kg©kvjvi
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With the continuation of that initiative an
Action Plan Workshop took place on 1st
October 2020 at Cox's Bazar at ICSG
conference room.

Avw_©K A¯^”QjZv, mvgvwRK nqivwb, ˆjw½K cwiPq Ges
bvbvb mwnsmZv wj½ ˆewPÎ¨gq Rb‡Mvôxi Rb¨ wbZ¨ w`‡bi
P¨v‡jÄ| Gme RwUjZvi Kvi‡Y †ivwn½v K¨v‡¤úi evB‡i
Ges †fZ‡i me RvqMvqB ¯^vaxb fv‡e PjvP‡ji my‡hvM
cvb bv Zviv| `xN© mgq a‡i wewfbœ cÖKí ev¯Íevqb Kv‡j
†ivwn½v K¨v¤ú GjvKvq GB welq¸‡jv jÿ¨ K‡i‡Q eÜy|
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Through programme implementation over the
past couple of years, Bandhu witnessed that
economic crisis, social harassment, sexual
identity and violence are their regular
challenges thus restricted the free movements
of the community people inside and outside of
camp. Considering these, Bandhu believes that
there should be an intensive mechanism to
support the refugee at local level, therefore
with the technical support from UN
organizations Bandhu has taken responsibility
to form a coalition naming it as Working Group
(WG) for effective advocacy initiatives at local
level in Cox's Bazar.

K·evRv‡i wj½ ˆewPÎ¨gq
Rb‡Mvôxi Dbœq‡b Ô†UKwbK¨vj
IqvwK©s MÖæcÕ MVb
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TECHNICAL WORKING
GROUP FOR GENDER
DIVERSE POPULATION
IN CBX

Mr. Simon Girmaw, Protection Officer from the Protection
Sector of UNHCR thanked Bandhu for taking the initiative for
this really needed coordination forum. He mentioned, 'We
need to reach out and encourage partners to plan activities or
have dedicating programs for this community. Joint
responsibility to reach donors, related Working Groups so that
this group can achieve the purpose it was made for."
Ms. Marie Sophie Pettersson, Gender and Humanitarian
Action Programme Specialist UNWOMEN and Co-chair of the
inter-sector Gender in Humanitarian Action Working Group
mentioned that due to Covid-19 the violence against
transgender community increased so much. They were
denied health and other services that need to be addressed.

SPANDON

4

Bringing Changes. Improving Lives. Keeping Promises.

Granar Marak Team Leader, Light House, CXB said his concern
on the acceptance of transgender and different sexual
oriented people. He mentioned that, transgender people do
not have NID or any other government provided ID also sex
work is not permitted. This can be very problematic to include
them in programs. In that case we need to be extra careful on
the plans what to do.
From there Mr. Shale Ahmed proposed that the participants
should divided in three different groups and work with the
Action Plan. Different groups will work with different thematic
areas. Group 1 (GDP co-ordinations) worked on the group
coordination strategies, Group 2 (Advocacy and Research)
worked with the Advocacy and Research with the technical
working group and Group 3 worked on Mainstreaming GDP.
After completing the group work all the findings shared from
the groups and some action points were finalized.

STUDENT FELLOWSHIP AWARD
GIVING CEREMONY
Bandhu Social Welfare Society (Bandhu) arranged the
Student Fellowship Award Giving Ceremony to
recognize the efforts of the students who conducted
research around the issues concerning Gender Diverse
Population (GDP). The award giving ceremony took
place in two phases. A virtual ceremony was held
through zoom meeting on 26 November 2020, which
was followed by an award handover ceremony at
Bandhu's conference center on 07 December 2020. A
total number of 14 students received the fellowship
award from three different universities- University of
Dhaka (Department of Television, Film and
Photography), BRAC University (Department of Law) and
State University of Bangladesh (Department of Mass
Communication and Journalism).
The purpose of the fellowship program was to
acknowledge the efforts of the fellows and build

D‡Ïk¨ mdj Ki‡Z mw¤§wjZfv‡e
`vwqZ¡ wb‡q `vZv‡`i Kv‡Q †cŠuQv‡bvi
K_v e‡jb wZwb|
BDGb Ig¨v‡bi

Gender and
Humanitarian Action Programme
we‡klÁ Ges mn-mfvcwZ Intersector Gender in Humanitarian
Action Working Group g¨vwi †mvwd

wcUvimb D‡jøL K‡ib †KvwfW-19
gnvgvixKv‡j
wj½
ˆewPÎ¨gq
Rb‡Mvôxi cÖwZ mwnsmZv Av‡iv
†e‡o‡Q| GgbwK ¯^v¯’¨‡mev †_‡K ïiæ
K‡i Ab¨vb¨ cÖ‡qvRbxq †mev †_‡KI
Zviv ewÂZ n‡”Q| K·evRvi jvBU
nvD‡Ri `j cÖavb MÖvbvi gvivK,
iƒcvšÍiKvgx Ges Ab¨vb¨ ˆjw½K
wfbœZvi gvbyl‡`i MÖnY‡hvM¨Zvi
e¨vcv‡i wb‡Ri D‡Ø‡Mi K_v Rvbvb|
wZwb e‡jb, GB wj½ ˆewPÎ¨gq
Rb‡Mvôxi gvbyl‡`i RvZxq cwiPqcÎ
ev miKvi cÖ`Ë †Kvb cwiPq cÎ †bB,
ZvQvov †hŠbKvRI Aby‡gvw`Z bv| G
Kvi‡Y GB cÖK‡í Zv‡`i AšÍf©³
y Kiv
RwUj n‡Z cv‡i| GB †ÿ‡Î Avgv‡`i
KiYxq wb‡q †ewk mZK© _vK‡Z n‡e|
cieZ©x‡Z, wewfbœ `‡j fvM n‡q
IqvwK©s MÖæ‡ci fwel¨Z KiYxq
wba©vi‡Y KvR Kiv nq|

eÜzi ÷z‡W›U †d‡jv‡`i
m¤§vbbv cÖ`vb
ˆjw½K ˆewPÎ¨gq Rb‡Mvôx wb‡q wewfbœ welqwfwËK
M‡elYvi Rb¨ wbe©vwPZ wkÿv_x©‡`i Ô÷y‡W›U
†d‡jvwkc 2020Õ cÖ`vb K‡i‡Q eÜy †mvk¨vj
I‡qj‡dqvi †mvmvBwU (eÜz)| `yB av‡c Av‡qvwRZ
nq GB m¤§vbbv cÖ`vb Abyôvb| b‡f¤^‡ii 22 Zvwi‡L
fvPz©qvj Abyôv‡bi gva¨‡g wbe©vwPZ †d‡jv‡`i bvg
†NvlYv Kiv nq, c‡i eÜzi m‡¤§jb K‡ÿ MZ 7B
wW‡m¤^i Av‡iK Abyôv‡b cyi®‹vi n¯ÍvšÍi Kiv nq|
XvKv wek¦we`¨vj‡qi †Uwjwfkb, wm‡bgv I
Av‡jvKwPÎ wefvM, eª¨vK wek¦we`¨vj‡qi AvBb wefvM
Ges †÷BU wek¦we`¨vj‡qi MY‡hvMv‡hvM I
mvsevw`KZv wefv‡Mi †gvU 14Rb wkÿv_x©‡K GB
†d‡jvwkc cyi®‹vi †`Iqv n‡q‡Q| wkÿv_x©‡`i
cÖ‡Póvi g~j¨vq‡bi cvkvcvwk GB †d‡jvwkc
†cÖvMÖv‡gi D‡Ïk¨ wQ‡jv ˆjw½K ˆewPÎ¨gq Rb‡Mvôxi

ˆjw½K ˆewPÎ¨gq Rb‡Mvôxi gvbevwaKv‡ii ¯^xK…wZ I myiÿvq
AvBbRxex‡`i Ae`v‡bi g~j¨vqb ¯^iƒc †d‡jvwkc m¤§vbbv cÖ`vb
Abyôv‡bi Av‡qvRb K‡i eÜy| 2 wW‡m¤^i 2020, AvbyôvwbKfv‡e
wbe©vwPZ AvBbRxex †d‡jv‡`i nv‡Z m¤§vbbv Zz‡j †`Iqv nq|
AvBwb †mev, civgk©, mnvqZvmn wj½wfwËK bvbv ms‡e`kxj
Kg©m~wP I Ab¨vb¨ Kvh©μ‡gi gva¨‡g ˆjw½K ˆewPÎ¨gq
Rb‡Mvôxi AwaKvi Ges myiÿvq mwμqfv‡e KvR Kiv 10 Rb
AvBbRxex‡K GB m¤§vbbv †`qv nq|
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Recognize and protect the human rights of the
gender diverse population (GDP), Bandhu
organized 'Lawyers' Fellowship Award Giving
Ceremony' on 2nd December 2020. Ten lawyers
received the fellowship opportunity who
actively promoted and protected the rights of
the gender diverse population (GDP) through
legal assistance and service, counselling,
support, sensitization program and other
initiatives.

c¨v‡bj AvBbRxex‡`i
†d‡jvwkc cÖ`vb

5

LAWYERS FELLOWSHIP
AWARD GIVING

gvbevwaKvi iÿvq wkÿv_x©‡`i mv‡_ GK n‡q KvR
Kiv I Zv‡`i cvU©bviwk‡ci AvIZvq Avbv|
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partnership with the students for working together to
protect the human rights of the gender diverse
population.

The fellowship opportunity was open to the Bandhu
Panel Lawyers. After a screening process by jury board,
only 10 lawyers received the fellowship opportunity
across the country. The objectives of the fellowship
programs were to make a bridge between the gender
diverse populations and lawyers in order to create a
better understanding, ensure legal assistance to the
beneficiaries by the fellow lawyers, support the lawyers
to promote and protect the human rights of the GDP and
create a platform where the fellow lawyers can sensitize
the local level stakeholders.
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MEETING WITH BAR
ASSOCIATION: A GOOD
HOPE FOR CHANGE
To address the human rights and rights to justice
of this gender diverse groups, Bandhu organized
a consultation meeting at Chittagong with Bar
Association on November 10, 2020. Bandhu
through its substantive works in the area of
sexual health and rights of gender diverse
population has witnessed numerous complaints
of persistent violence, harassment and human
rights violations against the communities and
the number has been increasing alarmingly in
the recent time. Advocate Syed Mokter Ahmed,
President, Bar Association, Chittagong was the
chief guest and SM Zia Uddin, General Secretary
was the special guest.
At the beginning of meeting, Bandhu shared the
developments on Hijra issue, Legal Support

eÜz c¨v‡b‡ji AvBbRxex‡`i Rb¨ GB †d‡jvwk‡ci
my‡hvM wQ‡jv Db¥y³| wePviK‡`i m~ÿ wePv‡i K‡qK
avc cvi K‡i mviv‡`k †_‡K gvÎ 10 Rb
AvBbRxex GB m¤§vbbvi Rb¨ we‡ewPZ nb| ˆjw½K
ˆewPÎ¨gq Rb‡Mvôx I AvBbRxex‡`i g‡a¨
†mZzeÜb m„wó KivB GB †d‡jvwkc Av‡qvR‡bi g~j
jÿ¨ wQ‡jv| G‡Z K‡i ˆjw½K ˆewPÎ¨gq Rb‡Mvôxi
AvBwb mnvqZv wbwðZ n‡e, cvkvcvwk Zv‡`i
gvbevwaKvi I ¯^xK…wZi c_ myMg n‡e|

my›`i GK AvMvgxi cÖZ¨vkv: evi
A¨v‡mvwm‡qk‡bi m‡½ Av‡jvPbv
wj½ ˆewPÎ¨gq Rb‡Mvôxi gvbevwaKvi Ges Zv‡`i Rb¨ b¨vq
wePvi wbwðZ Kivi j‡ÿ¨ PÆMÖvg evi A¨v‡mvwm‡qk‡bi mv‡_
ˆeV‡Ki Av‡qvRb K‡i eÜz| 10 b‡fg¦i 2020, PÆMÖv‡g GB
Av‡jvPbv AbywôZ nq| wj½ ˆewPÎ¨gq Rb‡Mvôxi †hŠb¯^v¯’¨
I AwaKvi wb‡q KvR Kivi †¶‡Î eÜy j¶ K‡i‡Q, GB
gvbyl¸‡jvi cÖwZ gvbevwaKvi j•Nb, wbh©vZb, nqivwbmn bvbv
mwnsmZvi NUbv N‡U| Ges m¤úªwZ mg‡q GB me Ab¨v‡qi
gvÎv AvksKvRbKfv‡e †e‡o P‡j‡Q|
PÆMÖvg evi A¨v‡mvwm‡qk‡bi mfvcwZ A¨vW‡fv‡KU ˆmq`
†gv³vi Avn‡g` Ges mvaviY m¤úv`K Gm. Gg wRqv DwÏb
Abyôv‡b Dcw¯’Z wQ‡jb|
Av‡jvPbvi ïiæ‡ZB wnRov m¤úª`v‡qi mvwe©K Dbœqb m¤úwK©Z
cÖm‡½ Av‡jvKcvZ eÜz| GB m¤úª`v‡qi gvby‡li Rb¨ AvBwb
mnvqZvmn Ab¨vb¨ †hme D‡`¨vM evsjv‡`k miKvi wb‡q‡Q
†mme I D‡V Av‡m Av‡jvPbvq|

RvZxq I AvšÍRv©wZK AvBb
welqK cÖwkÿ‡Y eÜzÕi
c¨v‡b‡ji AvBbRxexiv
AvBbRxexiv mgv‡Ri ¸iZ¡cY~ © cÖwZwbwa hviv wnRovmn
ˆjw½K ˆewPÎ¨gq Rb‡Mvôxi gvbyl‡`i AwaKvi iÿv I †h
†Kvb wbcxob cÖwZnZ Kivi wel‡q KvR Ki‡Z cv‡ib|
BDGmGAvBwWÕi mnvqZvq 23-24 A‡±vei 2020 XvKvq
‘’Training for Bandhu Panel Lawyers on
National & International Laws related to SOGI
Issues’’ kxl©K GK cÖwkÿ‡Yi Av‡qvRb K‡i eÜz

†mvk¨vj I‡qj‡dqvi †mvmvBwU| †hŠb¯^v¯’¨ I ˆjw½K
cwiPq m¤úwK©Z RvZxq I AvšÍRv©wZK AvBb m¤ú‡K©
AvBbRxex‡`i Rvbv‡bvB wQ‡jv GB cÖwkÿ‡Yi D‡Ïk¨|
eÜzi c¨v‡b‡ji †gvU 22Rb AvBbRxex GB cÖwkÿ‡Y Ask
†bb| evsjv‡`k mywcÖg †Kv‡U©i AvBbRxex A¨vW‡fv‡KU
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Lawyers are one of the influential
stakeholders in the society who ensures that
the rights of Hijra and others gender diversity
population are protected and redress
appropriately in case of any violations.
Bandhu Social Welfare Society (Bandhu) by
the support of USAID organized a training
titled ''Training for Bandhu Panel Lawyers on
National & International Laws related to
SOGI Issues'' on 23-24 October, 2020 at
Dhaka. The objectives of the training were to
increase knowledge among lawyers about

evi A¨v‡mvwm‡qk‡b wnRov Rb‡Mvôxi Rb¨ Kg©ms¯’v‡bi
my‡hvM K‡i †`Iqvi e¨vcv‡i A½xKvi K‡ib
A¨v‡mvwm‡qk‡bi m`m¨iv| cvkvcvwk AvBwb mnvqZv
Z¡ivwš^Z Ki‡Z c¨v‡bj AvBbRxexi msL¨v Av‡iv evov‡bvi
civgk© w`‡q‡Qb ˆeV‡K Ask MÖnYKvixiv| GQvovI wnRov
msμvšÍ welq mgvavb Ges Zv‡`i AwaKvi msiÿ‡Yi
e¨vcv‡i AvBbRxex‡`i g‡a¨ Av‡iv ms‡e`bkxjZv evov‡Z
AvBBwm/wewmwm msμvšÍ bw_ AvBbRxex‡`i mieivn Kivi
mycvwik K‡ib AskMÖnYKvixiv|
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BANDHU'S PANEL
LAWYERS RECEIVED
TRAINING ON NATIONAL &
INTERNATIONAL LAWS

Gi c‡i PÆMÖvg kn‡i wnRov m¤úª`vq wK ai‡Yi Amnvq‡Z¡i
AwfÁZvi g‡a¨ w`‡q hvq, mvgvwRK cwiw¯’wZ, Dbœqb BZ¨vw`
m¤ú‡K© K_v e‡jb wnRov cÖwZwbwaiv|

SPANDON

mechanism and the initiatives of Bangladesh
government for Hijra and Transgender community.
Later on, Sima Hijra a young prominent community
member, shared her life straggle, social
experiences, development and vulnerabilities of
Hijra population in Chittagong Area. The BAR
members committed to initiate job opportunity for
Hijra population in BAR Association. The
participants recommended Bandhu to increase the
number of panel lawyers so that the support will be
increased gradually. They also suggested to
distribute the action-based IEC/ BCC materials
among the BAR so other lawyers can be sensitized
about the Hijra issues and their rights.
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national and international laws related to Sexual
Orientation and Gender Identity. A total number of 22
Bandhu Panel Lawyers participated at the Training. The
training was facilitated by Advocate Shihab SirajeeAdvocate Supreme court of Bangladesh, M. Rabiul
Islam, Deputy Director, National Human Rights
Commission, Mohammad Rofiqul Islam RoyalManager- Training and Counselling, Md. Moshiur
Rahman, Manager- Policy and Advocacy and Md Tanvir
Islam, Assistant Manager- Legal Support and Security.
This two-day long training started with an interactive
introduction among the participants and followed by
the basic concepts of social gender, biological aspect ,
different between birth and gender , as well as Bandhu's
Legal Support Mechanism, an exclusive session Named
"Gender: identity, role and transformation and our
responsibilities'' was on board for providing clear
concept about Gender Diverse community, history of
Yogyakarta principles and all the 29 principles discussed
in details in the light of Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and Constitution of Bangladesh, various policies
about international laws, key developments in National,
Regional and International area related to the Gender
Diversity population, National and International human
rights mechanism and international human rights
framework focusing on Universal Periodic Review (UPR)
and Legal Gender Recognition: Challenges and Way
Forward Introduction of human rights and NHRC
Bangladesh. After the training, the participants
developed an action plan and committed to work on
the social and legal acceptance of GDP in divisional
level and arrange short awareness session with their
local Union porishod chairman, member and word
councilor.

CONSULTATION WITH
YOUNG PHYSICIANS ON
SOGI ISSUES
Bandhu Social Welfare Society (Bandhu)
organized a consultation meeting with young
physicians at Shaheed Syed Nazrul Islam Medical
College and Hospital, Kishoreganj on 8
November, 2020. To promote SRHR and other
health issues of community Bandhu initiated
this event as a part of their services. Dr. Ehsanul
Haque, Director-SSNIMCH attended as chief
guest and Dr. Kamal Uddin, Deputy Director,
SSNIMCH was present there as special guest.
Following the welcome speech of Md. Moshiur
Rahman, Manager- Policy and Advocacy, Ms.
Umme Farhana Zarif Kanta shared the objectives

kxnve wmivwR, RvZxq gvbevwaKvi Kwgk‡bi
Dc-cwiPvjK Gg. iweDj Bmjvg, eÜzi
cÖwkÿY I civgk© wefv‡Mi e¨e¯’vcK †gvnv¤§`
iwdKzj Bmjvg iq¨vj, cwjwm I A¨vW‡fv‡Kwm
wefv‡Mi e¨e¯’vcK †gvnv¤§` gwkDi ingvb,
AvBwb mnvqZv I wbivcËv wefv‡Mi mne¨e¯’vcK †gv: Zvbwfi Bmjvg GB cÖwkÿY
cwiPvjbv K‡ib| `yB w`b e¨vcx GB cÖwkÿ‡Y
mvaviY aviYv¸‡jv †hgb ˆRweK `„wófw½, Rb¥ I
wj‡½i cv_©K¨, cvkvcvwk eÜzi AvBwb mnvqZv
e¨e¯’vi aviYv †`Iqv nq|
Ôwj½, cwiPq, f~wgKv, iƒcvšÍi Ges Avgv‡`i
`vwqZ¡‡evaÕ kxl©K GKwU we‡kl GKwU Awa‡ekb
AbywôZ nq †hLv‡b ˆjw½K ˆewP‡Îi m¤úª`vq,
Yogyakarta principlesÕi BwZnvm, ˆewk¦K
gvbevwaKvi I evsjv‡`‡ki msweav‡bi Av‡jv‡K
me©‡gvU 29wU bxwZgvjv we¯ÍvwiZ fv‡e Av‡jvPbv
Kiv nq| GQvovI wewfbœ AvšÍRv©wZK AvBwb
bxwZgvjv, ˆjw½K ˆewPÎ¨gq gvbyl‡`i wb‡q
¯’vbxq, RvZxq Ges AvšÍRv©wZK ch©v‡qi
Dbœq‡bi cwiw¯’wZ, RvZxq I AvšÍvR©vwZK
gvbevwaKvi msiÿY cÖwμqv wb‡q Av‡jvPbv Kiv
nq GB mfvq|
ˆeVK †k‡l AskMÖnYKvixiv Kg© cwiKíbv ˆZix
K‡ib Ges ˆjw½K ˆewPÎ¨gq Rb‡Mvôxi Rb¨
AvBwb I mvgvwRK MÖnY‡hvM¨Zv wbwðZ Ki‡Z
wefvMxq ch©v‡q Ges ¯’vbxq BDwbqb cwil‡`i
†Pqvig¨vb, m`m¨ I IqvW© KvDwÝji‡`i mv‡_
m‡PZbZv cÖPv‡i Av‡jvPbv Kivi Rb¨
A½xKvive× n‡q‡Qb|

ZiæY wPwKrmK‡`i m‡½ wj½
ˆewPÎ¨Zv wb‡q Av‡jvPbv mfv
wK‡kviM‡Äi knx` ˆmq` bRiæj Bmjvg †gwW‡Kj K‡jR I
nvmcvZv‡j 8 b‡f¤^i 2020 Ziæb wPwKrmK‡`i m‡½ eÜz
GKwU Av‡jvPbv mfvi Av‡qvRb K‡i| †hŠb I cÖRbb ¯^v¯’¨ I
AwaKvi Ges Ab¨vb¨ kvixwiK mgm¨vi e¨vcv‡i ˆjw½K
ˆewPÎ¨gq Rb‡Mvôx‡K wbqwgZ †mev †`qvi wel‡q GB mfvq
Av‡jvPbv Kiv nq|
ˆmq` bRiæj Bmjvg †gwWK¨vj K‡jR I nvmcvZv‡ji
cwiPvjK wPwKrmK Gnmvbyj nK GB Av‡qvR‡b cÖavb AwZw_
wnmv‡e Ges mnKvix-cwiPvjK wPwKrmK Kvgvj DwÏb we‡kl
AwZw_ wnmv‡e Dcw¯’Z wQ‡jb|
Rbve gwkDi ingv‡bi ¯^vMZ fvlY †k‡l, D‡¤§ dvinvbv Rvwid
KvšÍv Dcw¯’Z wPwKrmK‡`i mvg‡b eZ©gv‡b evsjv‡`‡k ˆjw½K

kxl©K As‡k,
ivYx †PŠayix iƒcvšÍiKvgx nIqvi Kvi‡Y ¯^v¯’¨‡mev †c‡Z wK
wK RwUjZvi gy‡LvgywL n‡q‡Qb †m e¨vcv‡i K_v e‡jb|
GQvovI Db¥y³ Av‡jvPbvq AskMÖnYKvixiv ˆjw½K
ˆewPÎ¨gq Rb‡Mvôxi gvbyl‡`i cÖwZ Zv‡`i `„wófw½ wb‡q
K_v e‡jb|
wPwKrmK gygZvwnbv e‡jb, †mŠ›`h©¨ wkí LvZ I g~javivi
mgv‡R iƒcvšÍiKvgx I wnRoviv Zv‡`i RvqMv †_‡K
†ewi‡q h‡_ó GwM‡q †M‡Qb| mgv‡Ri Rb¨ GUv LyeB
BwZevPK GKUv cwieZ©b|
Gnmvbyj nK cÖavb AwZw_i e³‡e¨ nvmcvZv‡i eZ©gvb
wPwKrmv e¨e¯’vcbv wb‡q K_v e‡jb| ˆjw½K ˆewPÎ¨gq
Rb‡Mvôxi Rb¨ eÜzi wewfbœ D‡`¨v‡Mi mvayev` Rvbvb
wZwb| nvmcvZv‡j ˆelg¨nxb ¯^v¯’¨ †mev wbwðZ Kivi
A½xKviI K‡ib wZwb|
Wv. Kvgvj DwÏb e‡jb, AwP‡iB UªvÝ‡RÛvi I wnRov
Rb‡Mvôxi wPwKrmv †mev wb‡q miKv‡ii cÿ †_‡K †Kvb
wb‡`©kbv I bxwZgvjv AvmyK, †m¸‡jv `ªæZB nvmcvZv‡j
Kvh©Ki Kiv n‡e|
wkÿvbwek wPwKrmK‡`i cvV¨μ‡g ˆjw½K ˆewPÎ¨Zvi
welq¸‡jv AšÍf©yw³i civgk© †`b mfvq Ask †bIqv ZiæY
wPwKrmKiv|
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‘Unheard Voices from the Community”
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Dr. Ehsanul Haque Director SSNIMCH in his speech
mentioned the current treatment policy of the
SSNIMCH. He appreciated Bandhu for its
comprehensive approach in trying to help the
community. He assured that SSNIMCHwill provide
discrimination free health care support towards the
community. He also addressed that there is a
dilemma in the treatment system that whether a
transgender person will be treated as male or
female and in male ward or female ward. The
deputy Director of SSNIMCH wished that a different
health care policy including third gender
community will be developed and implemented by
Government soon. Participants recommended to
include some information about gender diverse
population in the academic curriculum of Intern
Doctors. Finally, the program has ended with the
closing remarks by Dr. Emtiaze Mahmud Pathan.

ˆewPÎ¨gq Rb‡Mvôxi eZ©gvb cwiw¯’wZ Ges GB
Av‡qvR‡bi g~j welq e¯‘ Zz‡j a‡ib|

SPANDON

and present situation of transgender community of
Bangladesh. Community representative Mx. Rani
Chowdhury shared the struggle and challenges of
getting health care in transgender community in
her session named 'Unheard Voices from the
Community". In the open discussion, participants
shared their views and queries towards gender
diverse community. Dr. Mumtahina shared that,
transgender community are making progress in the
beauty industries and mainstream society. It's a
good sign for the society.

AWARENESS CAMPAIGN ON
BREAST & CERVICAL
CANCER
To raise awareness on Breast Cancer and Cervical
Cancer, Bandhu Social Welfare Society with
support from Mama Cash arranged an online
consultation meeting under STEP project. Dr.
Habibullah, Counselor & Trainer, Cancer
Department of Dhaka Medical College started
the session with a brief description of Breast
Cancer and Cervical Cancer.

SPANDON
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Most people are still unaware of breast cancer
and cervical cancer in Bangladesh. It is very
important to have idea on tumor and cancer. "A
tumor is an abnormal growth of body tissue.
Tumors can be noncancerous (benign) and can
be cancerous (malignant)."- mentioning that he
also share some other details about tumor and
cancer.
He first shed light on the symptoms of breast
cancer and discussed how one can examine
about and get treatment for breast cancer. He
emphasised on getting checkup and treatment
on-time. Explaining breast cancer and its
treatment he requested everyone to raise
awareness on this. He also explained cervical
cancer that occurs in the cells of the cervix- the

¯Íb I mvwf©Kvj K¨vÝvi welqK
m‡PZbZv K¨v‡¤úBb
¯Íb I mvwf©Kvj K¨vÝv‡ii e¨vcv‡i gvbyl‡K m‡PZb Ki‡Z
AbjvBb wfwËK civgk© mfvi Av‡qvRb K‡i‡Q eÜz †mvk¨vj
I‡qj‡dqvi †mvmvBwU| †÷c cÖK‡íi AvIZvq GB Av‡qvR‡b
mn‡hvMxZv K‡i‡Q gvgv K¨vk|
XvKv †gwW‡Kj K‡j‡Ri K¨vÝvi wefv‡Mi civgk©K I wkÿK
wPwKrmK nvweeyjøvn ¯Íb K¨vÝvi I mvwf©Kvj K¨vÝv‡ii e¨vcv‡i
mswÿß eY©bv w`‡q GB mfv ïiæ K‡ib|
¯Íb K¨vÝvi I mvwf©Kvj K¨vÝv‡ii e¨vcv‡i evsjv‡`‡ki AwaKvsk
gvbylB GL‡bv wKQyB Rv‡bb bv| G e¨vcv‡i Rvb‡Z wUDgvi I
K¨vÝvi wel‡q aviYv _vKv Lye Riæix| Ôkix‡ii wU¨myi
A¯^vfvweK e„w×i Kvi‡Y g~jZ wUDgv‡ii m„wó nq| wKQz wUDgvi
K¨vÝv‡ii Szwu K enb K‡ibv A_©vr †m¸‡jv bbK¨vÝvivm, Avevi
wKQz wUDgvi †_‡K K¨vÝv‡ii m~Pbv nqÕ-W. nvweeyjøvn K¨vÝvi I
wUDgvi wel‡q Av‡iv wek` Z_¨ †`b| mgq g‡Zv wPwKrmv Ges
Wv³v‡ii civgk© †bIqvi e¨vcv‡i †Rvi †`b wZwb|
Ab¨w`‡K, mviwf‡·i bx‡Pi As‡k Rivqyi †Kvl hv †hvbxc‡_
hy³ nq †mB As‡k mvwf©Kvj K¨vÝvi m„wó nq| †hŠbevwnZ
fvBivj Bb‡dKkb, wnDg¨vb c¨vwc‡jvgv fvBivm AwaKvsk
†ÿ‡Î mvwf©Kvj fvBiv‡mi g~j KviY wn‡m‡e KvR K‡i|
mvwf©Kvj K¨vÝv‡ii jÿY I wPwýZ Kivi cÖwμqv wb‡qI K_v
e‡jb W. nvweeyjøvn| GKvwaK †hŠbm½x, Kg eq‡m †hŠbZvq wjß
nIqv, Ab¨vb¨ †hŠbevnx Bb‡dKkbmn mvwf©Kvj fvBiv‡mi

lower part of the uterus that connects to the vagina. Various strains
of the human papillomavirus (HPV), a sexually transmitted
infection, play a role in causing most cervical cancer. He shared the
signs and symptoms of cervical cancer. He also shared what are the
risks factors of causing cervix cancer like many sexual partners,
early sexual activity, other sexually transmitted infections (STIs).
Having other STIs - such as chlamydia, gonorrhea, syphilis and
HIV/AIDS - increases the risk of HPV, A weakened immune system,
smoking is associated with squamous cell cervical cancer.one can
reduce your risk of developing cervical cancer by having screening
tests and receiving a vaccine that protects against HPV infection.

ˆjw½K ˆewPÎ¨gq Rb‡Mvôxi AwaKvi wbwðZ
Ki‡Z, B›Uvib¨vkbvj wicvewjKvb BÝwUwUDU
Ges eÜz †mvk¨vj I‡qj‡dqvi †mvmvBwU
mgwš^Zfv‡e “What About Us: The voices
from the voices from the people of
diverse gender identity in Bangladesh”

kxl©K GKwU bxwZgvjv cÖbq‡Yi D‡`¨vM wb‡q‡Q|
wewfbœ Z_¨ DcvË wb‡q we‡kølY I civgk©mfv,

Bringing Changes. Improving Lives. Keeping Promises.

Many honorable guests from government, national and
international organisations were present in the
roundtable discussion. Aroma Dutta, Member of

eÜz †mvk¨vj I‡qj‡dqvi †mvmvBwU I
evsjv‡`‡ki RbwcÖq ˆ`wbK cwÎKv XvKv wUªweDb
†hŠ_fv‡e
B›Uvib¨vkbvj
wicvewjKvb
BÝwUwUD‡Ui mn‡hvMxZvq GKwU †Mvj‡Uwej
ˆeV‡Ki Av‡qvRb K‡i|
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Bandhu Social Welfare Society and Dhaka Tribune a
popular daily newspaper jointly organized a roundtable
discussion in association with International Republican
Institute (IRI) at Six Seasons hotel Gulshan, Dhaka.
Bandhu Social Welfare Society with the support of IRI
developed a Policy Brief titled "What About Us: The
voices from the voices from the people of diverse
gender identity in Bangladesh" to ensure human rights
of Gender Diverse Community. Taslima Yasmin,
Assistant Professor- Department of Law, University of
Dhaka developed this policy brief after data analyzation
from different events, consultation etc.

†Mvj‡Uwej ˆeVK: ˆjw½K
ˆewP‡Î¨gq Rb‡Mvôxi
AwaKvi bxwZgvjv

SPANDON

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION:
RIGHTS OF GENDER DIVERSE
POPULATION- A POLICY BRIEF

Szwu Ki KviY ¸‡jv m¤ú‡K© we¯ÍvwiZ
Rvbvb wZwb| Ab¨vb¨ †hŠbevwnZ †ivM
†hgb M‡bvwiqv, wmwdwjm, †K¬‡gwWqv,
wnDg¨vb c¨vwc‡jvgv fvBiv‡mi SzuwK
evovq, `~e©j †ivMcÖwZ‡iva ÿgZv,
AwZwi³ aygcv‡bi d‡j GBme †iv‡Mi
SzuwK ev‡o| mvwf©Kvj K¨vÝvi
kbv³KiY cixÿv, wnDg¨vb c¨vwc‡jvgv
fvBivm cÖwZ‡ivax wUKv wb‡q PvB‡jB
GB K¨vÝv‡ii Szwu K Kgv‡bv m¤¢e|

SPANDON
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National Parliament of Bangladesh,
Akhtarruzzaman Khan Kabir, Director-General
of Youth Development, , Shireen Huq,
Member of Naripokkho, Monowar Kamal,
Executive Director of Ain-O-Shalish Kendra,
Golam, Md. Aaktaruzzaman-Deputy Director
of National Legal Aid Service Organization,
Shabnam Azim- Associate Professor
Department of Mass Communication and
Journalism, University of Dhaka, Mohuya Liya
Falia, Program Coordinator of Women's Voice
and Leadership, Bangladesh (WVLB),
Geoffrey Macdonald,-Residential Program
Director for Bangladesh, International
Republican Institute (IRI) all were presented in
the discussion along with participants from
Bandhu, gender diverse community, lawyers
and journalists and shared their valuable
thoughts.
During the Key note Presentation, Ms. Taslima
Yasmin shared how gender diverse
population is still facing discrimination,
stigma, harassment, rejection from the
society, family and others. Transgender men
and women are unable to change their
gender on any legal documents due to
absence of a mechanism of legal gender
recognition. Besides, there is also a lack of
understanding about the various clusters of
gender diverse persons.
The
event
ended
with
some
recommendations from the brief and the
guests on how we can ensure human rights
for gender diverse community.

ˆjw½K ˆewPÎ¨gq Rb‡Mvôxi †bZv‡`i mvÿvZKvi
BZ¨vw`i ci XvKv wek¦we`¨vj‡qi AvBb wefv‡Mi
mnKvix Aa¨vcK Zvmwjgv Bqvmwgb, GB bxwZgvjvi
Lmov Dc¯’vcY K‡ib †Mvj‡Uwej ˆeV‡K| miKvix,
RvZxq I AvšÍ©RvwZK ch©v‡qi †ek K‡qK Rb m¤§vwbZ
AwZw_ GB ˆeV‡K AskMÖnY K‡ib|
msm` m`m¨ A‡ivgv `Ë, hye Dbœq‡bi gnvcwiPvjK
Av³viæ¾vgvb Lvb Kwei, bvix c‡ÿi m`m¨ wkwib nK,
AvBb I kvwjk †K‡›`ªi wbev©nx cwiPvjK †Mvjvg †gv:
Av³viæ¾vgvb, RvZxq AvBbx mnvqZv cwi‡mev ms¯’vi
Dc-cwiPvjK †gv: Av³viæ¾vgvb, XvKv wek¦we`¨vj‡qi
MY‡hvMv‡hvM I mvsevw`KZv wefv‡Mi mn‡hvMx Aa¨vcK
kebg AvwRg, Ig¨vbÕm f‡qm A¨vÛ wjWviwkc
evsjv‡`‡ki mgš^vqK gûqv wjqv dvwjqv, B›Uvib¨vkbvj
wicvewjKvb BÝwUwUD‡Ui AvevwmK cÖKí cwiPvjK
wRIdvwi g¨vK‡Wvbvì, eÜzi m`m¨iv, AvBbRxex,
mvsevw`K Ges ˆjw½K ˆewPÎ¨gq Rb‡Mvôxi cÖwZwbwaiv
Dcw¯’Z wQ‡jb, Ges bxwZgvjv wb‡q wb‡R‡`i g‡bvfve
e¨³ K‡ib|
evsjv‡`‡k ˆjw½K ˆewPÎ¨gq Rb‡Mvôx GL‡bv mgvR I
wb‡R‡`i cwievi †_‡K wK cwigvY wbcxob, ˆelg¨,
cÖZ¨vL¨v†bi gy‡LvgywL nq, Zv GB Lmov bxwZgvjvq D‡V
G‡m‡Q| Zvmwjgv Bqvmwgb e‡jb, wj½ cwiPq welqK
†Kvb ai‡Yi wbav©wiZ bxwZ bv _vKvi Kvi‡Y,
iƒcvšÍiKvgx bvix ev cyiæ‡liv wb‡R‡`i ˆjw½K cwiPq
cwieZ©b Ki‡Z cv‡ib bv| GQvovI ˆjw½K ˆewP‡Î¨i
gvbyl‡`i mvgvwRK †kÖYx m¤ú‡K©I cwi®‹vi aviYv †bB|
wKfv‡e ˆjw½K ˆewPÎ¨gq Rb‡Mvôxi AwaKvi wbwðZ
Kiv †h‡Z cv‡i G wel‡q AwZw_ I AskMÖnYKvix‡`i
bvbv civgk© wb‡q GB Av‡qvRbwU †kl nq|

LAILA HIJRA MEMORIAL
AWARD 2020

jvqjv wnRov
¯§„wZ c`K 2020

On 19 November 2020, evening Parliamentarian
and prominent human rights activist Ms. Aroma
Dutta was present in the occasion of 'Laila Hijra
Memorial Award 2020' as the Chief Guest'. In the
hall room of Bangladesh Girls Guide Association
at Bailey Road She hand-over the award to Hijra
Guru Ms. Boby. Personally, she will discuss with
speaker to make the process fast of Hijra Gender
bill. Mx. Boby Hijra won the first 'Laila Hijra
Memorial Award 2020' for her contribution in
improving the lives of transgender and Hijra
community and ensuring their rights &
self-acceptance.

9 b‡f¤^i 2020, mÜ¨vq ivRavbxi †eBjx †iv‡W evsjv‡`k
Mvj©m MvBW G‡mvwm‡qk‡bi nj iæ‡g Ôjvqjv wnRov
¯§„wZc`K 2020Õ n¯ÍvšÍi Abyôv‡bi cÖavb AwZw_ wn‡m‡e
Dcw¯’Z wQ‡jb msm` m`m¨ I wewkó gvbevwaKviKg©x
A‡ivgv `Ë| cÖavb AwZw_i e³‡e¨ A‡ivgv `Ë ej‡b,
wnRov wj½ †M‡RU- wej AvKv‡i msm‡` †Zvjvi me cÖ¯‘wZ
†kl n‡q‡Q| w¯úKv‡ii m‡½ K_v e‡j `ªæZ wejwU msm‡`
†Zvjvi e¨e¯’v Ki‡eb e‡jI Rvbvb wZwb| UªvÝ‡RÛvi I
wnRov Rb‡Mvôxi AvZ¥-¯^xK…wZ, AwaKvi i¶v Ges
Rxebgvb Dbœq‡b ¸iZ¡c~Y© Ae`v‡bi Rb¨ wnRov ¸iæ wgm.
ewe wnRovi nv‡Z Ôjvqjv wnRov ¯§„wZ c`K 2020Õ Zz‡j

wek¦ GBWm w`em 2020
cvjb

"Global solidarity, shared responsibility"presenting this global theme Bangladesh
celebrated the World AIDS Day, 2020. By
maintaining all precautionary measurements for
avoiding the spread of COVID-19, Bandhu
celebrated World AIDS Day 2020 both nationally

Ômviv we‡k¦ HK¨ GBWm cªwZ‡iv‡a mevB wb‡ev
`vwqZ¡Õ GB †køvMv‡b wek¦ GBWm w`em 2020 cvwjZ
n‡q‡Q| †KvwfW-19Õi msμgY Gov‡Z h_vh_
¯^v¯’¨wewa †g‡b, ¯’vbxq I RvZxqfv‡e GB w`em
D`hvcb K‡i‡Q eÜz †mvk¨vj I‡qj‡dqvi

Bringing Changes. Improving Lives. Keeping Promises.

WORLD AIDS DAY 2020
CELEBRATING

evsjv‡`‡ki UªvÝ‡RÛvi I wnRov Rb‡Mvôxi ¯^xK…wZ I
¯^v¯’¨‡mev wbwðZ Ki‡Z, we‡kl K‡i GBPAvBwf/GBWm&
cÖwZ‡iv‡a 90Õi `kK †_‡K Avg„Z¨z msMÖvg K‡i †M‡Qb
jvqjv wnRov| 2008 mv‡j gviv hvb wZwb| UªvÝ‡RÛvi
†W Ae wi‡gg‡eªÝ Dcj‡ÿ Ôjvqjv wnRov ¯§„wZc`K
2020Õ cÖ`vb Abyôv‡bi Av‡qvRb K‡i eÜz †mvk¨vj
I‡qj‡dqvi †mvmvBwU (eÜz)| `yB `k‡KiI †ewk mgq
a‡i G †`‡ki UªvÝ‡RÛvi Ges wnRov Rb‡Mvôxi
AwaKvi iÿv, Rxebgv‡bi Dbœqb I ¯^v¯’¨‡mevq KvR
K‡i hv‡”Q eÜz| jvqjv wnRovi Ae`v‡bi cÖwZ m¤§vb
Rvbv‡Z GB ¯§„wZc`‡Ki AveZ©b K‡i‡Q Zviv|
¯§„wZc`K Abyôv‡b mfvcwZZ¡ K‡ib cÖwZôv‡bi
†Pqvicvimb I wewkó mvs¯‹…wZK e¨w³Z¡ Avwbmyj
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This award ceremony was arranged by Bandhu Social
Welfare Society (Bandhu) on the occasion of
Transgender Day or Remembrance. Laila Hijra fought
and struggled throughout her life to ensure
recognition and health service of Transgender
community in Bangladesh, especially in the field of
Prevention of HIV/AIDS since the 90's. She passed
away on 2008. To acknowledge and respect her work
Bandhu outset this award. More than two-decade
Bandhu working to ensure better livelihood, human
rights and sexual & reproductive health and services
(SRHR) for Hijras and gender diverse community of
Bangladesh. This award giving ceremony was chaired
by prominent cultural activist and Chairperson of
Bandhu Mr. Anisul Islam Hero.

Bringing Changes. Improving Lives. Keeping Promises.

14
SPANDON

and locally where approximate 300 people from Bandhu
were participated in national program and approximate 355
people were participated to World AIDS Day celebration
program at local level on December 1, 2020. At the national
level, the program was organized by National AIDS/STI
Program (ASP), Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, The
Peoples Republic of Bangladesh where Mr. Jahid Malek MP,
Honorable Minister, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare,
The Peoples Republic of Bangladesh was the chief guest. The
major features of the observation were standing rally,
seminar, HIV testing booth by icddr,b, condom & lubricant
distribution including information dissemination at national
level. Bandhu actively participated at the national standing
rally with more than 300 participants along with partners,
community-based organizations; Badhan Hijra Shangha and
Shustha Jibon.
A seminar was held on Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy,
Segun Bagicha by ASP where the information about new HIV
infection in 2020 and cumulative number were disseminated
to the respective participants as well. Meanwhile, total 658
new HIV infected persons have been identified and 141 are
dead who are PLHIV.
In the HIV testing booth, there were medical assistants from
Jatrabari DIC, Darussalam DIC and Badda DIC who
distributed one Hundred HIV testing kits provided by the
Government. Additionally, a counsellor and some volunteers
of Bandhu worked as HIV testing promoter during the
campaign. During the event, there were 62 persons willingly
have been come under HIV diagnosis with a view to know
their HIV status.

†mvmvBwU| 1 wW‡m¤^i 2020 RvZxq
ch©v‡qi D`hvcb Abyôv‡b eÜzi mv‡_
mswkøó cÖvq 300 Rb Ges ¯’vbxq
ch©v‡q cÖvq 355 Rb AskMÖnY
K‡i‡Qb| MYcÖRvZš¿x evsjv‡`‡ki
m¦v¯’¨ I cwievi Kj¨vY gš¿Yvjq,
RvZxq GBWm/GmwUwW †cÖvMÖvg I
†hŠ_fv‡e miKvi GB w`em
D`hvc‡bi Av‡qvRb K‡i| m¦v¯’¨ I
cwievi Kj¨vY gš¿Yvj†qi gš¿x Rbve
Rvwn` gvwjK Ggwc GB Abyôv‡b
cÖavb AwZw_ wn‡m‡e Dcw¯’Z wQ‡jb|
i¨vwj, †mwgbvi, AvBBwmwWwWAviÕi
Av‡qvR‡b GBPAvBwf bgybv cixÿv
ey¨_, KbWg I jyweªK¨v›U cÖ`vbmn
GBWm welqK wewfbœ Z_¨ cÖPvi wQ‡jv
RvZxq chv©‡qi D`hvc‡bi Ask|
AwffveK, KwgDwbwU wfwËK msMVb,
eÜb wnRiv msN, myô Rxebmn
wZbkiI †ewk AskMÖnYKvix wb‡q
RvZxq ch©v‡qi i¨vwj‡Z mwμq fv‡e
Ask †bq eÜz| ivRavbxi wkíKjvq
Av‡qvwRZ †mwgbv‡i Rvbv‡bv nq
2020 mv‡j, †`‡k bZzb K‡i 658Rb
GBPAvBwf msμwgZ n‡q‡Q| IB
Av‡qvR‡b eÜzi cÿ †_‡KI
GBPAvBwf bgybv cixÿvi Av‡qvRb
Kiv nq †hLv‡b 62 Rb †¯^”Qvq bgybv
cixÿv K‡ib|

Bandhu Social Welfare Society (Bandhu) has
organized this thematic dance program with the
support of the International Republican Institute
(IRI) to protest against gender-based violence.
For more than two decades, Bandhu has been
working to protect human rights, improve

wjw½wfwËK mwnsmZvi weiæ‡× cÖwZev`¯^iƒc
B›Uvib¨vkbvj wicvewjKvb BÝwUwUDU
(AvBAviAvB)Õi mnvqZvq GB welqwfwËK
b…Z¨vbzôv‡bi Av‡qvRb K‡i‡Q eÜz †mvk¨vj
I‡qj‡dqvi †mvmvBwU (eÜz)| Zviv `zB
`k‡KiI †ewk mgq a‡i UÖvÝ‡RÛvi I wnRov
Rb‡Mvôxi AwaKvi i¶v, Rxebgvb Dbœqb I
¯^v¯’¨‡mev wb‡q KvR Ki‡Q|
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9 wW‡m¤^i 2020, mÜ¨vq RvZxq hv`zN‡ii
g‚jwgjbvqZ‡b UÖvÝ‡RÛvi I wnRov
b„Z¨wkíx‡`i AskMÖn‡Y welqwfwËK mvZwU bvP
wb‡q AbywôZ n‡q‡Q b…Z¨vbzôvb ÔwiR‡qm
jvBdÕ| eÜz †mvk¨vj I‡qj‡dqvi †mvmvBwU
(eÜz)Õi mvs¯‹…wZK `j ÔmËvÕi wkíxiv GB
b…Z¨¸‡jv‡Z Ask wb‡q‡Qb| UÖvÝ‡RÛvi,
wnRov I wj½ ˆewPÎ¨gq Rb‡Mvôxi m`m¨‡`i
wb‡q eÜz 2006 mv‡j MVb K‡i mvs¯‹w… ZK `j
ÔmËvÕ| ÔwiR‡qm jvBdÕi mvZwU welqwfwËK
bv‡Pi g‡a¨ bvix Ges wj½ ˆewPÎ¨gq
Rb‡Mvôxi m‡½ mwnsmZvi cÖwZev`, AwaKvi
m‡PZbZv, K‡ivbvq m‡PZbZv D‡jøL †hvM¨|
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9th December 2020 evening, in the main
auditorium of the National Museum, a dance
program 'Rejoice Life' which covered seven
thematic dance performances, was held with
the performance of Transgender and Hijra
dancers. Artists from Sattaya (Essence of soul),
a core cultural group of the Bandhu Social
Welfare Society (Bandhu), took part in the
dance program. Bandhu has formed the cultural
group named 'Sattaya' with members of
Transgender, Hijra and Gender Diverse
Communities. The dance performances of
'Rejoice Life' presented seven thematic dances
with Protest against Violence against Women
and Gender Diversity, Rights Awareness, Covid19 Awareness. There is no opportunity to
exclude Transwomen, Hijras and Gender Diverse
population as they are one of the major victims
of gender-based violence in Bangladesh.

UÖvÝ‡RÛvi I wnRov
b„Z¨wkíx‡`i g‡bvgy»Ki
cwi‡ekbv ÔwiR‡qm
jvBdÕ

SPANDON

'REJOICE LIFE' A
FLAMBOYANT PERFORMANCE
BY SATTAYA

livelihood and ensure heath care services for
Transgender, Hijras and gender diverse people.

SPANDON
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Deputy Inspector General of Bangladesh Police,
Habibur Rahman BPM (Bar), PPM, Residential Program
Director for Bangladesh, International Republican
Institute (IRI), Geoffrey Macdonald, and Director
General of the Department of Youth Development,
Akhtaruz Zaman Khan Kabir, were present in the
'Rejoice Life' event as distinguished guests.

ÔwiR‡qm jvBdÕ b…Z¨vbzôv‡b we‡kl
wn‡m‡e Dcw¯’Z wQ‡jb evsjv‡`k
czwj‡ki Dcgnvcwi`k©K nvweezi
ingvb wewcGg (evi), wcwcGg,
AvBAviAvBÕi AvevwmK cÖKí
cwiPvjK wRIdvwi g¨vK‡Wvbvì Ges
hze Dbœqb Awa`ß‡ii gnvcwiPvjK
AvLZviæR Rvgvb Lvb Kwei|

DOCTOR HELPLINE:
COMMEMORATE SERVICE FOR
COMMUNITY IN PANDEMIC
40 years old transgender Dola, from Dhaka
developed fever with temperature of 102°F at
home as well as having dry cough with runny

eÜzÕi †Uwj-†gwWwmb †mev
ÔcwiPqÕ
40 eQi eqmx iƒcvšÍiKvgx †`vjv XvKvq _v‡Kb|
MZeQi †g gv‡m †KvwfW-19 gnvgvwi ïiæ nIqvi
ci hLb jKWvDb PjwQ‡jv, †`vjvi nVvr 102
wWMÖx R¡i Av‡m| †mB mv‡_ `yBw`b a‡i mw`© I

Here is how BANDHU is improving life and
keeping promises of its beneficiaries in this
pandemic situation too.

cixÿv K‡i †`Lv hvq †`vjv K‡ivbv fvBivm
AvμvšÍ| cÖvYNvZx GB †ivM †_‡K evuP‡Z, Zvi GB
mg‡q h_vh_ cywó I my¯^v¯’¨ iÿvi Rb¨ wKQz
cÖ‡qvRbxq wRwbm `iKvi| wewfbœ we‡q I Abyôv‡b
bvP Mvb K‡i RxweKv wbe©vn K‡ib †`vjv|
GB mg‡q eÜz Avev‡iv Zvi cv‡k `vuovq|
cÖ‡qvRbxq hveZxq wRwbm Avi Lv`¨`ªe¨ †cŠu‡Q †`q
†`vjvi Kv‡Q| Gfv‡eB cª‡qvR‡b cv‡k _vKvi †h
A½xKvi eÜz w`‡q‡Q, KwVb GB gnvgvwii mg‡qI
†mB A½xKvi iÿv K‡i hv‡”Q eÜz|

FIRST TRANSGENDER
SENATOR IN US

hy³iv‡óªi cÖ_g Z…Zxq wj‡½i
wm‡bU m`m¨

On November 03, 2020, Democratic nominee
Sarah McBride has become the first
transgender person elected to the United
States senate making her the highest-ranking
Trans official in the US. While she joins a
handful of other transgender legislators
around the country, she is the first
transgender person to hold the office of state
senator.

†W‡gv‡μwUK cÖv_x© mvivn g¨vKeªvBW 20 b‡f¤^i 2020
gvwK©b wm‡b‡Ui m`m¨ wn‡m‡e kc_ †bb| gvwK©b wbev©P‡bi
BwZnv‡m wZwbB cÖ_g iƒcvšÍiKvgx wm‡bUi| Gi ga¨ w`‡q
wZwbB GLb ch©šÍ gvwK©b iƒcvšÍiKvgx‡`i g‡a¨ m‡ev©”P
c`avix e¨w³ wn‡m‡e wb‡R‡K cÖgvY K‡i‡Qb| hy³iv‡óªi
¸wUK‡qK iƒcvšÍiKgx weavqK‡`i g‡a¨ GKRb mvivn,
Z‡e ivóªxq wm‡bU Kvh©vj‡q m`m¨ wn‡m‡e wbe©vwPZ wZwbB
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After that Dola tested positive for COVID-19. As
she was a vulnerable, she needed proper
nutrition and hygiene materials to get well
from the deadly disease. She earns her living
by singing and dancing on wedding and
events. On that time BANDHU once again
stood up beside her and provided her with the
hygiene materials as well as the food reliefs.

Gfv‡e †ek wKQz w`b cvi nq wKš‘ ZLbI †`vjv
A‡bK `ye©j †eva KiwQ‡jb| Zvi †KvwfW-19Õi
wcwmAvi bgybv cixÿv Kiv cÖ‡qvRb| wKš‘
iƒcvšÍiKvgx nIqvi Kvi‡Y nvmcvZv‡j †nb¯Ív
nIqvi fqI cvw”Q‡jb wZwb| Avev‡iv wZwb eÜzi
AbjvBb wPwKrmv‡mevi mvnvh¨ †bb Ges wPwKrmK
†`vjv‡K Avk¦¯Í K‡ib, Zvi †Kvb ÿwZ n‡e bv Ges
evwo‡Z e‡mB †hb wZwb bgybv cixÿv Ki‡Z cv‡ib
Zvi hveZxq LiP enb Ki‡b eÜz|
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Some more days had passed and she was so
weak. She needed get tested for COVID-19 RTPCR test. But she was again afraid about the
fact that as a transgender she would get
harassed on hospital premises. So, she
consulted about the matter with BANDHU's
helpline and the physician again assured her
that no harm will come to her and BANDHU
also provided her the money for the testing
from home.

LykLy‡k KvwkI wQ‡jv| Ae‡nwjZ, wcwQ‡q cov
Rb‡Mvôxi Ask wn‡m‡e †`vjv wb‡Ri kvixwiK
Ae¯’v wb‡q fq I k¼vq w`b KvUvw”Q‡jb| Zvi
GKRb eÜzi m‡½ kvixwiK Amy¯’Zvi e¨vcviwU wb‡q
K_v e‡jb †`vjv| IB eÜz ÔeÜz ‡m¨vkvj
I‡qj‡dqvi †mvmvBwUÕi m‡½ KvR K‡ib| wZwb
†`vjv‡K eÜzÕi †Uwj‡gwWwmb †mev/AbjvB‡b
wPwKrmv †mevi e¨vcviwU Rvbvb| †`vjv hZ `ªæZ
m¤¢e †hvMv‡hvM K‡ib| GKRb AwfÁ wPwKrm‡Ki
m‡½ mivmwi K_v ejvi c‡i †`vjv wKQyUv ¯^w¯Í cvb|
wPwKrmK †`vjv‡K wKQz Ilya †`b Ges Rvbvb,
Ilya¸‡jv wKb‡Z Avw_©K mnvqZv w`‡q eÜz Zv‡K
mvnvh¨ Ki‡e|

SPANDON

nose for 2 days during the lockdown period of
May in the COVID-19 pandemic year. As
belonging from a stigmatized and
marginalized community, she was in stress and
afraid about her health. She discussed about
the condition with a friend of her who has
worked as peer educator in BANDHU. She got
to know from her friend about the
'Telemedicine/ Doctors helpline service' of
BANDHU. She immediately contacted to the
number. She was relieved after talking with an
experienced physician directly. The physician
prescribed some medication to her and also
assured that she would get support with the
cost of the medicines by BANDHU.

While in college at American University, she
interned in the Obama White House, becoming
the first openly transgender woman to work in the
White House in any capacity. She became
the first Trans person to speak at a
major political convention
when
she
addressed
Democrats in Philadelphia
in 2016.

SPANDON

18

Bringing Changes. Improving Lives. Keeping Promises.

Ms. McBride, a Trans
rights activist, has
played a crucial role
in the fight for
discrimination
protections
of
Gender
Diverse
Population in her
state of Delaware
and has lobbied for
the Equality Act to
extend
protections
nationwide.
She released a memoir in
2018, entitled 'Tomorrow Will Be
Different', which earned acclaim from
Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden.
In a statement, Trans rights activists called Ms.
McBride's victory "a powerful reminder that voters
are increasingly rejecting the politics of bigotry in
favor of candidates who stand for fairness and
equality."
Her victory means there are now five Trans state
legislators across the US.

cÖ_g iƒcvšÍiKvgx bvix| A¨v‡gwiKvb BDwbfvwm©wU‡Z
Aa¨vqbiZ Ae¯’vq evivK Ievgvi Avg‡j †nvqvBU
nvD‡R cÖ_g iƒcvšÍiKvgx wkÿvbwem wn‡m‡e KvR
K‡i‡Qb mvivn|
wdjv‡Wjwdqvq †W‡gv‡μU `‡ji
ivR‰bwZK m‡¤§j‡b 2016 mv‡j
cÖ_g iƒcvšÍiKvgx e¨w³
wn‡m‡e e³e¨ iv‡Lb mvivn
g¨vKeªvBW| †WjIqvi
†÷B‡Ui
ˆjw½K
ˆewPÎ¨gq Rb‡Mvôxi
‰jw½K
‰ewP‡Îi
Rb‡Mvôvi cÖwZ ˆelg¨
wbimb,
Zv‡`b
AwaKvi
Av`v‡q
jovB‡q
GKRb
iƒcvšÍiKvgx mgvRKgx©
wn‡m‡e ¸iæZ¡c~Y© fywgKv
cvjb K‡i‡Qb mvivn|
†`ke¨vcx
mvg¨-AvBb
ev¯Íevq‡bi c‡ÿ AvnŸvb Rvbvb
wZwb| 2018 mv‡j ÔAb¨iKg AvMvgxÕ
kxl©K GKwU ¯§„wZcÎ cÖKvk K‡iwQ‡jb, †m
mg‡qi †W‡gv‡μU †cÖwm‡W›U c`cÖv_x© †Rv evB‡Wb
¯§„wZcÎwUi cÖksmv K‡ib|
GK wee„wZ‡Z iƒcvšÍiKvgx AwaKvq msiÿ‡Y KvR Kiv
mvivn e‡jb, Ôax‡i ax‡i †fvUviiv agv©Ü
ivRbxwZwe`‡`i eR©b K‡i mvg¨ Avi ¯^”QZv‡K mg_©b
Kiv ïiæ K‡i‡QÕ|
mvivn g¨vKeªvBWmn eZ©gv‡b hy³iv‡óª †gvU cvuPRb
iƒcvšÍiKvgx weavqK i‡q‡Qb|

16 DAYS OF ACVTIVISM:
A HUGE COVERAGE
OF BANDHU

16 w`‡bi Kg©mw~ P:
D`hvc‡bi bvbv
Av‡qvRb eÜyi

Ending gender-based discrimination and
violence is a global priority that requires
collective action. The 16 Days of Activism against
Gender-Based Violence is an international
campaign that takes place each year. It
commences on 25 November, the International
Day for the Elimination of Violence against
Women, to 10 December, Human Rights Day,

wj½ wfwËK ˆelg¨ Ges mwnsmZv `~i Kiv GKwU
ˆewk^K `vwe, hv ev¯Íevqb Ki‡Z cÖ‡qvRb mgwš^Z
D‡`¨vM| wj½ wfwËK mwnsmZvi weiæ‡× Ô16
w`‡bi Kg©mw~ PÕ GKwU AvšÍRv©wZK K¨v‡¤úBb hv
cÖwZ eQiB 25 b‡f¤^i †_‡K 10 wW‡m¤^i ch©šÍ
16 w`be¨vcx cvjb Kiv nq|
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19
msnwZ I gvbevwaKvi jsN‡bi weiæ‡× AvIqvR Zzj‡Z
cÖwZ eQiB eÜz GB 16 w`‡bi Kg©mw~ P‡Z Ask wb‡q
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indicating that violence against women is
the most pervasive breach of human rights
worldwide.

Every year Bandhu observes 16 days activism to
express solidarity and to voice against the
violation of human rights. This year, in this critical
COVID-19 situation there has been many of sexual
abuse and harassment, both online and offline,
and domestic violence occurrences. Bandhu feels
that 16-Days Campaign is one of the right
provisions to raise awareness through online to
sensitize the society and call for solidarity and
collective standing to ending the violence against
women, girls and transwomen.
Bandhu has arranged an online and offline poster
campaign against gender based violence on
gender diverse population. Online poster
campaign has reached more than 35 thousand
viewers and offline branding of poster around the
country has reached among one lac people.

SPANDON
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Bandhu has produced a Video documentary
'ADAMYA (Stalwart)' which is an endeavor to
visualize life experience of some community
people faced only for their gender identity. This
documentary aimed to aware mass population
about gender-based violence and create gender
sensitive inclusive society.
26 November 2020, jointly with popular Television
channel ATN Bangla, Bandhu aired a dance
program 'Sattaya'. All the dancers of this program
are transgender and Hijras from Sattaya (Essence
of soul), a cultural group of the Bandhu Social
Welfare Society.
Sattaya also performed in Jashore that organized
by Bandhu and Arpon-Jashore. A large number of
stakeholders attended the program and through
national daily newspapers circulation, the news
coverage of the event reached 5 lac people.
International Human Rights Day is observed on 10
December. Bandhu observed this day across the
country to celebrate the core theme of this year's
Human Rights Day- "Recover Better, Stand Up for
Human Rights." To reaffirm the importance of
human rights in rebuilding the world during this
pandemic, Bandhu has organized different events
in different divisional cities on this day.
The key objective of all these initiatives to create
mass awareness among general people about
gender base violence and make a gender sensitive
inclusive society.

_v‡K| we‡kl K‡i GeQi †KvwfW-19 gnvgvwi
Kvjxb mg‡q AbjvB‡b I ev¯Íe Rxe‡b †hŠb
nqivwb I wbcxo‡bi nvi †e‡o‡Q cvkvcvwk
N‡ivqv mwnsmZvI A‡bK †e‡o‡Q|
eÜz g‡b K‡i bvix I UªvÝ‡RÛvi‡`i cÖwZ
mwnsmZv, wbh©vZb †iv‡a Ges mgv‡R gvbyl‡`i
Zvu‡`i cÖwZ mnbkxj K‡i †Zvjv I msnwZc~Y©
g‡bvfve M‡o Zzj‡Z, AbjvB‡bi gva¨‡g GB
welqK m‡PZbZv m„wó Ki‡Z 16 w`‡bi Kvh©μg
GKwU Kvh©Ki Dcvq|
ˆjw½K ˆewPÎ¨gq Rb‡Mvôxi cÖwZ wj½ wfwËK
mwnsmZv †iv‡ai D‡Ï‡k¨ eÜz AbjvBb I
AdjvBb †cv÷vi K¨v‡¤úB‡bi e¨e¯’v K‡i‡Q|
AbjvB‡b cwiPvwjZ GB K¨v‡¤úBb 35
nvRv‡iiI †ewk gvby‡li Kv‡Q †cŠu‡Q‡Q Ges
†`k Ry‡o mivmwi cÖvq GK jvL gvby‡li Kv‡Q
GB K¨v‡¤úBb †cŠu‡Q‡Q|
ïay gvÎ ˆjw½K wfbœZvi Kvi‡Y GB Rb‡Mvôxi
wKQz gvbyl †h cwigvb ˆel‡g¨i gy‡LvgywL
n‡q‡Qb, †mB me AwfÁZv‡K wPÎvwqZ Ki‡Z
eÜz ÔA`g¨Õ bv‡g GKwU cÖvgvY¨wPÎ wbgv©Y
K‡i‡Q| gvby‡li gv‡S mngwg©Zv m„wó I wj½
wfwËK mwnsZvi e¨vcv‡i mvaviY gvbyl‡K
m‡PZb KivB GB cÖvgvY¨wP‡Îi GKgvÎ jÿ¨|
RbwcÖq †Uwjwfkb P¨v‡bj GwUGb evsjv I eÜz
†mvk¨vj I‡qj‡dqvi †mvmvBwUi †hŠ_ D‡`¨v‡M
26 b‡f¤^i 2020 Ô¯^ËvÕ bv‡g GKwU b„Z¨vbyôvb
m¤úªPvwiZ nq| GB Abyôv‡b Ask wb‡q‡Q
wnRiv I UªvÝ‡RÛvi myZ¨wkíiv, hviv cÖ‡Z¨‡KB
eÜzi mvs¯‹w… ZK `j ÔmË¡vÕi m`m¨|
h‡kvi wfwËK `j Ac©b I eÜzi Av‡qvR‡b
h‡kv‡iI cvidg© K‡i ¯^Ëvi m`m¨iv|
AskxR‡bi eo GKwU `j GB Abyôv‡b Dcw¯’Z
wQ‡jb, cvkvcvwk K‡qKwU RvZxq cwÎKvi
gva¨‡g GB Abyôv‡bi Lei cÖvq cvuP jvL
gvby‡li Kv‡Q †cŠuQv‡bv nq|
16 w`‡bi Kg©m~wPi g‡a¨B 10 wW‡m¤^i cvwjZ
n‡q‡Q AvšÍR©vwZK gvbevwaKvi w`em cvjb K‡i
eÜz| ˆjw½K ˆewPÎ¨Zv wel‡q mnbkxj mgvR
M‡o †Zvjv I wj½ wfËK mwnsmZvi e¨vcv‡I
RbmvaviY‡K m‡PZb KiviB Gai‡Yi cÖKí I
Abyôv‡bi D‡Ïk¨|

The easiest way to express the thoughts is painting,
which was the main motive of the program. Expressing
the untold thoughts painting is an old process.
In that event 15 working children took part. In the art
therapy they were told to depict whatever they have in
their minds.
Later a discussion session was held to talk about the
paintings. There participants also discussed about
mankind, races, gender differences as well.
The volunteer group Shwapnotthan basically works for
the wellbeing of deprived, poor & street children, they

†cÖvMÖv‡gi g~j D‡Ïk¨ wQj Qwei gva¨‡g
g‡bi myß fve cÖKvk, g‡bi fve cÖKvk
Kivi me‡P‡q mnR Dcvq n‡jv Qwe
AvuKv| Qwe AvuKvi gv‡a¨g g‡bi wfZ‡ii
bv ejv K_v ev fve cÖKvk Kiv LyeB
cÖvPxb c×wZ|
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President Md. Mosaddeq Hassan & lead coordinator
Talukder Sumon of Shwapnotthan were present at the
programme. Youth link associate Mahfuz Alam from
HIM center of Sylhet, Abdul Wohab and miss Shukta,
president of Thirdgender Youth Welfare organization,
have conducted the event.

kvnRvjvj
weÁvb
I
cÖhyw³
wek¦we`¨vj‡qi †¯^”Qv‡mex msMVb
¯^‡cœvÌv‡bi Gi D‡`¨v‡M, eÜy †mvk¨vj
I‡qj‡dqvi †mvmvBwUi wm‡jU wng
†m›Uv‡ii mvwe©K mn‡hvwMZvq, †fvjvb›`
ˆbk D”P we`¨vjq, wm‡jU-Gi QvÎ‡`i
wb‡q RvZxq hye w`em Dcj‡¶ AvU©
†_ivwc Kg©kvjvi Av‡qvRb Kiv nq|
D³ †cÖvMÖv‡g Dcw¯’Z wQ‡jb ¯^‡cœvÌv‡bi
cÖavb mgš^qK we`¨yr ZvjyK`vi mygb
Ges mfvcwZ †gv. †gvQv‡ÏK nvmvb| GB
†cÖvMÖvg cwiPvjbv K‡ib wm‡jU "HIM"
†m›Uv‡ii Bqy_ wjsK G¨v‡mvwm‡qU
gvndyR Avjg, Avãyj Inve, wnRov hye
Kj¨vY ms¯’vi mfvcwZ wgm my³v| AvU©
†_ivwc: wb‡R‡K cÖKv‡ki weKí gva¨g
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HIM center of Bandhu Social Welfare Society, organized
an Art Therapy Workshop aiming the National Youth
Day in the Bholananda Night High School premises
with the support of a volunteer group of Shahjalal
University, Sylhet named Shwapnotthan. The event
took place on October 29, 2020.

AvU© †_ivwc: AvZ¥
cÖKv‡ki weKí gva¨g
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ART THERAPY: AN ALTERNATE WAY
OF SELF-EXPRESSION

are also work to
educate them. Cultural
editor
of
Shwapnotthan Abdus
Salam was present in
the training session of
the art therapy. He
informed that he will
arrange an art therapy
with the assistance of
the members of the
group. He also told that
to continue the journey
Shwapnotthan
will
arrange such events
again in the future in a
vast from.

†mB D‡Ïk¨‡K j¶¨ †i‡L 15 Rb Kg©Rxex ev”Pv‡`i wb‡q Av‡qvwRZ n‡qwQj AvU©
†_ivwc| †hLv‡b mevB‡K ejv n‡qwQ‡jv wb‡Ri g‡bi K_v iOZywji gva¨‡g dzwU‡q
Zyj‡Z|
cieZ©x‡Z Zv‡`i Qwe AvuKv wb‡q Avjvc Av‡jvPbv Kiv nh Ges gvbyl, RvZ, wj½
†f`v‡f` wb‡q Av‡jvPbv nh| me©‡kl wbR wbR RvqMv †_‡K mevB‡K mgvb †Pv‡L
… Av‡qvwRZ
†`Lv Ges mevB‡K m¤§vb Kivi cÖwZÁv wb‡q m¤ú~Y© nq "HIM" KZ©K
GB †cÖvMÖvg|
¯^‡cœvÌvb g~jZ c_wkï, nZ`wi`ª I mgv‡Ri wcwQ‡q cov Rb‡Mvôxi gvbyl‡`i
Rxebgvb Dbœqb I wk¶v wb‡q KvR K‡i| ¯^‡cœvÌv‡bi ms¯‹w… Z m¤úv`K Avãym
mvjvg Avgv‡`i AvU© †_ivwci †U«wbs G wQ‡jb, Dwb e‡jwQ‡jb Dbv‡`i msMV‡bi
†Q‡j‡`i wb‡q AvU© †_ivwci Kg©kvjvi Av‡qvRb Ki‡eb| ZvB MZ 29 A‡±vei
GB Kg©kvjv Kiv nq| Avgiv mdj fv‡e GB Kg©kvjv Ki‡Z †c‡iwQ| fwel¨‡Z
Gi avivevwnKZv eRvq ivL‡Z PvB Ges Av‡iv eo cwim‡i Avgiv GB Abyôvb
Ki‡Z PvB|
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LIFE CHANGING STORY:
SHEWLY HIJRA
I am 45 years old Shewly Hijra, born in
Chandnaish, Chittagong. Like any other man
in my family, I was born biologically as a man.
When I was getting older, my differences
continued to grow. After uncountable
attempts, I could not change my behavior
and disposition nor could I explain my
feminine nature to family and society. In
return, I got nothing but slander,
discrimination and hatred. As a result, I was
deprived of my basic rights and education.
The unbearable stigma made me left home in
the dark of night and moved to Teknaf, Cox's
Bazar to survive. There, I met my guru mother
who gave me the courage to pull myself
back.
Meanwhile, I started begging but again got
people's slander, hatred and being
discriminated. Even there is no room for
sympathy. One day, I heard about Bandhu
office at Kutupalong, Ukhiya from a friend of
mine who works there for Gender Diverse
Population. She told me about Bandhu's
health care facilities and a like-minded
environment that I could hardly believe.
Finally, I went to the Bandhu office with my

wkDwj wnRivi e`‡j
hvIqv Rxeb
Avwg wkDwj wnRiv, eqm 45| PÆMÖv‡gi
P›`bvBk Dc‡Rjvq Avgvi Rb¥| Avgvi
cwiev‡ii Avi evwK cyiæl m`m¨‡`i g‡ZvB
AvwgI GKRb cyiæl wn‡m‡eB R‡b¥wQjvg|
eo nIqvi mv‡_ mv‡_ Avgvi †fZ‡i cwieZ©b
Avm‡Z ïiæ K‡i| nvRv‡iv †Póv K‡iI wb‡Ri
¯^fve AvPiY e`jv‡Z cvwiwb| wb‡Ri †fZ‡i
†h bvix mË¡vi Dcw¯’wZ †Ui †cZvg †m K_v bv
†evSv‡Z †c‡iwQ Avgvi cwievi‡K, bv
mgvR‡K| gvby‡li KvQ †_‡K ˆelg¨,
Ae‡njv, Acev`, N„YvB †c‡q G‡mwQ|
mewKQz wgwj‡q Avgvi b~Y¨Zg †h AwaKvi
Avi wkÿvi my‡hvM †_‡K Avwg wQjvg ewÂZ|
Gme bvbvb Acgvb mn¨ Ki‡Z bv †c‡i, me
wKQz †_‡K `~‡i m‡i evuPvi Rb¨ iv‡Zi
AÜKv‡i cvwj‡q hvB K·evRv‡ii †UKbv‡d|
†mLv‡b Avgvi ¸iæ gv‡qi mv‡_ Avgvi †`Lv,
†h Avgv‡K, Avgvi mË¡v‡K evuwP‡q Zzj‡Z
mvnvh¨ K‡i‡Qb|
Gw`‡K, RxweKvi Rb¨ Avwg wfÿve„wË †e‡Q
wbB| †mLv‡bI c‡` c‡` gvby‡li N„Yv, ˆelg¨,
Ae‡njvB †c‡qwQ| g‡b n‡Zv Avgvi Rb¨
Kv‡iv g‡b †Kvb `qv †bB|

I am Samsul Islam Polok. I finished
my BSc Engineering degree a few
days ago. I belong to one the most
gender diverse population in
Bangladesh.
When I was living in despair about
my gender identity, when I didn't
have a chance to talk about myself, I
found a friend by my side which is
Bandhu Social Welfare Society. Here
I discovered myself in a new aspect.

eÜz †mvk¨vj I‡qj‡dqvi †mvmvBwUi cÖwZ Avwg
GLb K…ZÁ| eÜzi m`m¨ nIqvi Av‡M wfÿv
K‡iB Avq KiZvg wKš‘ GLb Avgvi Rxeb
m¤§v‡bi, gh©v`vi| cvkvcvwk Avwg †h Avgvi
m¤úª`v‡qi gvbyl‡`i Rb¨ wKQz GKUv Ki‡Z cviwQ
GB e¨vcviUvI Avgv‡K gvbwmK cÖkvwšÍ †`q|

cj‡Ki Mí
Avwg mvgïj Bmjvg cjK| wKQz w`b Av‡MB Avwg
Avgvi weGmwm BwÄwbqvwis‡qi cov‡kvbv †kl K‡iwQ|
evsjv‡`‡ki ˆjw½K ˆewPÎc~Y© m¤úª`v‡qi GKRb m`m¨
Avwg| wb‡Ri wj½ cwiPq m¤ú‡K© mw›`nvb Avwg nZvkvi
w`b cvi KiwQjvg, wb‡Ri e¨vcv‡i †Kvb K_v ejvi
my‡hvMI Avgvi wQ‡jv bv| Ggb mgq eÜz †mvk¨vj
I‡qj‡dqvi †mvmvBwU‡K wb‡Ri eÜz wn‡m‡e cv‡k cvB|
GLv‡b wb‡R‡K bZzb fv‡e Avwe®‹vi Kivi my‡hvM
†c‡qwQ Avwg| AvwgI GKRb gvbyl, GB Dcjwä m¤¢e

Bringing Changes. Improving Lives. Keeping Promises.

STORY OF POLOK

ZLb †_‡KB Avwg wbqwgZ eÜzi Awd‡m hvIqv
ïiæ Kwi Avi wb‡Ri Ávb evov‡bvi Rb¨ hv hv Kiv
`iKvi meB Kwi| Ae‡k‡l Avwg eZ©gv‡b eÜzi
GKRb mgš^qKvix wn‡m‡e wnRov I
iƒcvšÍiKvgx‡`i Kj¨v‡Y KvR KiwQ| GLb Avwg
¯^v¯’¨‡mevi AwaKv‡ii wel‡q m‡PZb| GQvovI
Avwg Avgvi AwaKvi, ˆelg¨ I †hŠb¯^v¯’¨ wel‡q
ewÂZ nIqvi e¨vcvi¸‡jv wb‡q GLb K_v ej‡Z
cvwi|
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From him, I got to know that like every
human being Hijras also have sexual
feelings from a certain age. But most of
Hijras are not aware of that unprotected
sex can lead to HIV or Sexually Transmitted
Infection or Diseases (STI/STD). I was
amazed to his words and thought that
everything he said was the subject of our
education and correction. From then on, I
used to go to my Bandhu office and do
whatever I need to know for education.
Finally, today I am working as a Link
Associate in the Bandhu Office and
working
for
the
wellbeing
of
Hijra/Transgender Community. At present,
I know about my rights to my healthcare. I
can also talk about my rights and
discrimination as well as GBV and SRH in
which sector I have been discriminated at
different times due to lack of knowledge.
Now I am so glad and grateful to Bandhu
Social Welfare Society. Before doing job at
Bandhu, my livelihood depended on
begging and now I am living with dignity
and respect. I feel so happy that I'm doing
something for my beloved community.

GKw`b Avgvi GK eÜzi Kv‡Q DwLqvi KzZc
z vjs‡q
eÜz †m¨vkvj I‡qj‡dqvi †mvmvBwUi Awd‡mi
e¨vcv‡i Rvb‡Z cvwi| Avgvi IB eÜz †mLv‡b
ˆjw½K ˆewPÎ¨gq Rb‡Mvôxi gvbyl‡`i wb‡q KvR
K‡i| GKw`b Avwg Avgvi eÜzi m‡½ †mLv‡b hvB
Avi AvgviB g‡Zv Av‡iv A‡bK Rb‡K †`wL| IB
Awd‡mi GKRb Avgv‡K Rvbvb, eÜzi m`m¨ n‡j
Zviv Avgvi kvixwiK ¯^v¯’¨, gvbwmK I
†hŠb¯^v‡¯’¨i me my‡hvM myweav cv‡ev| †mLvb †_‡K
Avwg AmywiwÿZ/Awbivc` †hŠb m½‡gi SzuwK
A_v©r GBPAvBwfmn Ab¨vb¨ †hŠb †ivM m¤ú‡K©
Rvb‡Z cvwi|

SPANDON

friend and saw more people like us. An
employee of the Bandhu office told us, we
would get general health care, mental and
sexual health care if we planned to join
Bandhu.

Bringing Changes. Improving Lives. Keeping Promises.

Bandhu Social Welfare Society made
me realize that I am a human being. I
have a mentor whom I dearly call Royal
Bhai. He has always helped me by
giving me advice when I was frustrated.
He helped me get fit and gave me the
opportunity to work with organizations
like Save the Children and the
MenEngage Alliance. The project I
worked on was Engage Men and Boys
Network, a project formed by 43
organizations of which the secretariat
is Save the Children, Bangladesh. My
mentor has helped me with all the
information for applying in this project
and throughout the whole process, he
kept encouraging and helping me.
Today, in the blink of an eye, I am now
working as a youth change maker. Like
my brother and mentor, I want to build
myself as a social worker. I hope
Bandhu Social Welfare Society will help
me in this process so that I can build
myself as a successful representative of
Bandhu Social Welfare Society.

n‡q‡Q ïay gvÎ eÜz †mvk¨vj I‡qj‡dqvi †mvmvBwUi
Kvi‡Y| GLv‡b Avgvi GKRb civgk©K i‡q‡Qb
hv‡K Avwg iq¨vj fvB e‡j WvwK| Avgvi gvbwmK
wech©‡qi w`b ¸‡jv‡Z bvbvb civgk© w`‡q wZwb
Avgv‡K me mgq mvnvh¨ K‡ib| wZwb Avgv‡K
wb‡R‡K M‡o Zzj‡Z mvnvh¨ K‡i‡Qb Ges †mBf `¨v
wPj‡Wªb I g¨vbG‡½BR A¨vjv‡q‡Ýi g‡Zv `ywU
cÖwZôv‡bi mv‡_ KvR Kivi my‡hvM K‡i w`‡q‡Qb|
43wU msMV‡bi mwg¥wjZ ÕGb‡MR g¨vb A¨vÛ e‡qR
†bUIqvK©Õ cÖK‡í Avwg KvR K‡iwQ| †mBf `¨v
wPj‡Wªb evsjv‡`k GB cÖK‡íi m¤úv`bv K‡i‡Q| GB
cÖK‡íi cÖ‡qvRbxq bvbvb Z_¨ mieivn K‡i Avgvi
civgk©K Avgv‡K mvnvh¨ K‡i‡Qb Ges cy‡ivUv mgq
Ry‡o bvbvb fv‡e wZwb Avgv‡K Drmvn w`‡q †M‡Qb|
Gfv‡e GK wbwg‡lB AvR Avwg GKRb cwieZ©K
ZiæY wn‡m‡e KvR KiwQ| Avgvi fvB mgZzj¨
civgk©‡Ki g‡ZvB Avwg wb‡R‡K GKRb mgvR Kgx©
wn‡m‡e M‡o Zzj‡Z PvB| Avwg †hb eÜz †mvk¨vj
I‡qj‡dqvi †mvmvBwUi GKRb mdj cªwZwbwa n‡q
DV‡Z cvwi, Ges Avkv KiwQ G e¨vcv‡i eÜz Avgv‡K
mvwe©K fv‡e mvnvh¨ Ki‡e|
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