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ICPD25   

Bangladeshi Youth on the Road to Nairobi  

Bangladeshi youth voiced their demands on the importance of addressing issues detailed in 

the ICPD Programme of Action, and the State’s accountability in fulfilling these commitments. 

The youth identified the most pressing issues relevant to the ICPD PoA and provided 

recommendations to the government accordingly on the following thematic areas:  

Universal access to sexual and reproductive health and rights as a 

part of universal health coverage. 

 

1. Strengthen adolescent and youth friendly SRHR information 

and services by setting up functional and well-resourced health 

centers at district level. 

2. Avail expert health consultants to respond to youth queries and 

facilitate access to SRHR information and services at the 

district level. 

3. Make use of popular Social Media platforms to disseminate 

information and create awareness on human rights and SRHR.  

4. Include content on gender (identity, diversity, relations) in the 

comprehensive sexuality education (CSE) curriculum in 

schools.  

5. Strengthen and integrate human rights based education at all 

levels of education. 

Financing required to complete the ICPD Programme of Action, and 

to sustain the gains made. 

 

This document is 

prepared based on the 

National Level Youth 

Consultation that was 

conducted in support 

of ICPD25.  Over 40 

young people across 

Bangladesh, from 

diverse backgrounds, 

participated in this 

consultation. During 

this consultation 

Bangladeshi youth 

committed to the 

points detailed in this 

note.  This was a joint 

consultation by 

Bandhu Social 

Welfare Society, Right 

Here Right Now 

Bangladesh Platform 

and UNFPA 

Bangladesh. 

Issues identified: Lack of access to information; more 

government intervention; limited community involvement; lack of 

understanding of human rights as core values. 

Issues identified: Limited funding for youth development; strong focus on project-based 

services, lack of sustainability; lack of innovative approaches; lack of proper sensitization.  



Policy Recommendations: From Bangladeshi Youth on the Road to Nairobi 

  

 

6. Provide sufficient national budgetary allocation for youth development 

interventions.  

7. Strengthen existing youth-friendly centres by providing adequate funding and 

logistical support, and through the creation of self-help groups in communities for 

self-sustenance.  
8. Allocate funding for gender sensitization and training of relevant stakeholders. 

9. Allocate funding for capacity building and training of youth, and towards their 

increased participation in parliament. 

10. Increase funding for and support towards additional youth-focused programmes, 

such as capacity building initiatives and cultural initiatives.  

Drawing on demographic diversity to drive economic growth and achieve sustainable 

development. 

 

11. Ensure regular consultations and collaboration with youth through meaningful 

inclusion in policy and decision-making processes that impact their rights. 

12. Increase involvement of parents by establishing parents’ groups and forums. 

13. Increase local stakeholder involvement (religious leaders, journalists, policy 

makers, locally influential, individuals etc.) by training them on SRHR issues.   

14. Undertake research on SRHR issues that align with SDGs and youth SRHR issues.  

Ending gender-based violence and harmful practices. 

 

15. Include gender based violence (GBV) in modules for training and sensitization of 

public and private sector actors. 

16. Bring an end to the culture of impunity and non-implementation of existing laws on 

violence against women (VAW) and enact new laws which recognize gender 

diversity.  

17. Undertake stronger advocacy efforts to ensure laws and policies which reflect zero 

tolerance of GBV. 

18. Ensure financial security of parents of young girls to deter child marriage, by 

providing zero-interest educational loans. 

19. Strengthen existing monitoring systems and child marriage prevention committees, 

to adequately and effectively execute their mandates. 

20. Uphold the safety and security of women, girls and gender-diverse populations by 

effectively implementing laws and policies. 

 

Upholding the right to sexual and reproductive health care even in humanitarian and 

fragile contexts. 

Issues identified: Gender biased socialization process; gender biased media; lack of 

access to SRHR and gender related information; lack of youth centered programmes and 

planning; tokenism on youth engagement; lack of CSE in the curriculum. 

Issues identified: Sexual Harassment in public places; child marriage and accountability. 
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21. Prioritize and address health needs of diverse groups; adolescents, youth, gender-

diverse populations, disabled and pregnant and lactating women in fragile 

contexts. 

22. Ensure adequate healthcare professionals - male and female - in health camps. 

23. Prioritize the menstrual health of women and girls; provide low cost quality 

materials and medicine. 

24. Prioritize emergency response services to address all cases of violence.  

25. Focus on multi-sectoral collaboration and coordination with government, CSOs, 

INGOs for a holistic approach to leaving no one behind. 

26. Address minimum nutrition for adolescents and youth, and for pregnant and 

lactating women in fragile contexts.  

27. Devise a gender-responsive budget and allocation that reflects the diverse groups.  

28. Ensure minimum standards of WASH by ensuring adequate access to clean water 

and sanitation and making provision for gender neutral toilets. 

 

Comparative statement 

According to the findings from the National Level ICPD25 Consultation with CSOs and 

stakeholders, organized by UNFPA Bangladesh in October 2019, a number of 

corresponding commitments and policy recommendations can be found.  These include: 

access to SRHR information and services; menstrual health management, ante-natal 

health care for women; inclusion of local level leadership in programming processes; 

strengthening monitoring frameworks and data collection; public-private coordination for 

better service delivery; and addressing the rights of gender-diverse populations.  

At the youth consultation meeting, Bangladeshi youth have further stressed the need for 

gender-responsive funding, laws and policies, and stricter implementation of laws and 

policies; strengthening emergency response systems; capacity building of youth and 

public and private sector actors. Notably, the meaningful participation of youth is a cross-

cutting issue in all these policy recommendations. 

Bangladeshi youth are the drivers of future social, political and cultural change, and to 

enable them to actualize these aspirations, it is imperative that their voice is meaningfully 

heard and addressed at the ICPD25 Summit.  

  

                                    

 

Issues identified:  Violence; lack of gender responsive funding; lack of health and SRHR 

services and information; lack of youth engagement; child marriage.  


