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A TALE OF TWO DECADES

FOREWORD
Twenty years of Bandhu Social Welfare Society
(Bandhu) would not have been a reality with the
community being fulcrum around which the
organization revolved and charted its trajectory.
Being led by the community for which it works
has been the unique proposition of Bandhu. The
credit therefore goes to every single member of
the sexual minority population who have been
directly or indirectly engaged with Bandhu's
work. Without them we would not have been
where we are today.
Proactive leadership by the Executive Committee
of Bandhu, the spirit of volunteerism and
demonstrated by them over the years, the highest
levels of unflinching commitment from the staff
and volunteers have ensured that organization
remained responsive to the evolving needs of the
community over the last two decades. And none
of these would have been a reality without the
trust and confidence that our national and
international development partners demonstrated
by continuing to fund our work and believe in
our vision and ability to steer the organization
towards the stated vision and mission.
This publication is an attempt to document the
trajectory, the contribution that Bandhu made
in the evolution of the response to health and
human rights needs of sexual minorities in
Bangladesh and the impact it has had on the
lives of the communities.
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ACRONYM
APCOM

Asia Pacific Coalition on Male Sexual Health

BSWS

Bandhu Social Welfare Society

DFID

Department for International Development

HIV

Human Immuno deficiency Virus

MDG

Millennium Development Goals

MSM

Men who have Sex with Men

NGO

Non-government Organization

NLASO

National Legal Aid Services Organization

SDG

Sustainable Development Goals

STI

Sexually Transmitted Infections

UNDP

United Nations Development Programme
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QUOTE HANGER
"The partnerships Bandhu created with the national human rights
institution created an example in South Asia. This partnership has
directly led to legal and policy advancements in Bangladesh."
Edmund Settle
Policy Advisor, Bangkok Regional Hub, UNDP

RFSU has always valued having BANDHU as a partner for sexual
and reproductive health and rights in Bangladesh. Over the years,
we have appreciated not only the strengths in analysis and
methodology that BANDHU shows, but also the rights-based
approach that is guiding the work. Together, these strengths and
approaches have paved the way for the impressive results that the
organization has achieved, and that are contributing to better lives
for groups that traditionally have been marginalized and
discriminated against.
RFSU congratulates BANDHU on an ever developing & successful
work, and the rights-holders on having a voice-giver in BANDHU
Jonas Tillberg, MPH
Coordinator of International Programmes
RFSU-The Swedish Association for Sexuality Education
Stockholm, Sweden

"Bandhu Social Welfare Society (Bandhu) demonstrates how
community-led HIV programmes and inclusive approaches deliver
effective and sustained results that leave no one behind"
Steven J Kraus
Director
Regional Support Team, Asia and the Pacific
Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS, UNAIDS

It is with great pleasure and excitement that we participate in the
celebration of twenty years of hard, passionate work with sexual
minorities in Bangladesh by our partner and constituent, Bandhu
Social Welfare Society (Bandhu). Bandhu is a shining example of
what a dedicated group of community activists can accomplish with
passion, commitment and good management. It has also
contributed to International work in the South Asia region and
beyond, much of it through APCOM. We commend this effort to
document the impact of their work for many to learn from. We
congratulate Shale Ahmed and his team at Bandhu, and wish them
another brilliant twenty years.
Dédé Oetomo
Chair, Regional Advisory Group
Asia Pacific Coalition on Male Sexual Health
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EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY
Lives of sexual minorities in Bangladesh
in 1996 were shrouded in silence and
invisibility due to a range of sociocultural, religious, legal and political
issues. Government health services
were inaccessible for the fear of being
discriminated, private health services
were beyond their reach as most of the
sexual minorities could not afford it.
Access to justice was unimaginable.
Health, human rights and development
did not feature in the financing
landscape of either the national
government or international
development partners investing in
Bangladesh. As a result, civil society
response to the plight of the sexual
minorities in Bangladesh was nonexistent.
Bandhu Social Welfare Society (Bandhu)
began in 1996 with informal community
group meetings and with a missionary zeal to
transform the lived experience of sexual
minorities in Bangladesh. This was a major
landmark in the history of sexual minorities
movement in the country. Registered in

Bandhu's efforts
have brought
about some
significant
changes in the
lives of the
sexual
minorities, via-avis their access
to HIV and
sexual and
reproductive
health services

1997, over the last twenty years Bandhu's
efforts have brought about some significant
changes in the lives of the sexual minorities,
via-a-vis their access to HIV and sexual and
reproductive health services and protection of
their human rights including access to justice.
This change in captured in three parts: Impact
of Bandhu's Work on the policy environment,
scale of Bandhu's achievements and the scale
of organizational strengthening that has made
this change happen.
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Impact of Bandhu's Work on the
policy environment
Being the only community-led group working on the health
and human rights of sexual minorities in Bangladesh,
Bandhu has a distinct advantage and uniqueness that has
enabled it to create some significant impact. Bandhu was
responsible for the inclusion of MSM in the first ever
Strategic Plan of the National AIDS/STD Programme,
Bangladesh in 1997. Since then Bandhu has played an
instrumental role in increasing the sensitivity of the
government, different ministries and national institutions
like the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC). The
NHRC included sexual minorities as a group needing
attention in its 2nd Strategic Plan (2016-20). Likewise,
Bandhu has been successful in influencing the National
Psychosocial Counseling Policy, the National Curriculum
and Textbook Board of Bangladesh, National Legal Aid
Services Organization and the Central Bank of the country
for financial inclusion who have greater responsiveness to
the needs of sexual minorities vis-a-cis their respective
jurisdictions.

Scale of operations
Working in more than 50% of the districts in the country,
Bandhu has reached more than 20,000 MSM and
Hijras who have accessed SRHR services and received
more than 5 million condoms and lubricants through
Bandhu outreach work and through the drop-in-centers.
More than 7600 episodes of STIs have been diagnosed
and treated at the drop in centers directly managed by
Bandhu. More than 7000 sexual minorities have received
HIV testing and counseling services. Bandhu has trained
more than 15,000 service providers to reach and
provide services to the hijra and MSM population. Since
Bandhu started its work on protecting human rights
through awareness, capacity development, networking and
advocacy, it has documented 230 cases of human rights
violation. The legal helpline started by Bandhu in 2013 has
until December 2016 received 2115 calls for support. 36
cases of human rights violation have been referred to
different national and local public institutions for redressal.
Bandhu has been instrumental in amicably settling 31
human rights violation cases out of courts through
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alternate dispute redressal mechanisms. More
than 500 police officials have been sensitized
on human rights issues of sexual minorities.
In its efforts towards media advocacy, Bandhu
has awarded Media Fellowships to 56
journalists in a first of its kind Media Fellow
Program on Sexual Minorities in Bangladesh. In
the last five years, trained media fellows have
published over 147 newspaper reports on
issues affecting sexual minorities in
Bangladesh. The intensity of such coverage is
a complete change from 1996 where the media
has transitioned from a state of complete
silence on this issue to being an effective
watchdog for protecting the rights and
entitlements of the sexual minorities in the
country.

Organizational growth
In the last 20 years, Bandhu has grown from

300+ staff with systems and
processes to manage BDT 200 million

2 staff to

Bandhu has
awarded Media
Fellowships to
119 journalists
in a first of its
kind Media
Fellow Program
on Sexual
Minorities in
Bangladesh. In
the last five
years, trained
media fellows
have published
over 147
newspaper
reports on
issues affecting
sexual
minorities in
Bangladesh.

(2016) across multiple projects in a year.
Bandhu has been recognized by national and
internationalized donors for its quality work,
innovative contributions to MSM a TG/Hijra
intervention and project financial management
systems and capacity.

Contribution to MDGs
With Bandhu's efforts currently covering almost

41% of the total self-identified Hijras and
14% of the self-identified MSM in the country
(for many years after its beginning, Bandhu
remained as the sole provider of health and
human rights services for sexual minorities)
spread across almost 50% of the districts in
the country, Bandhu has had a significant role
to play in influencing the progress against the
MDG 6. Bandhu's contribution in response to
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Strategic Plan
(2017-21), the
Executive Board
of Bandhu has
decided to
expand the
scope of its
services to
include
comprehensive
well-being of
sexual
minorities by
addressing
mental health

MDG 6 in the country has had deeper
impact on human lives as for the time ever
in Bangladesh Bandhu was successful in
placing the interventions for sexual
minorities within the framework of protecting
human rights and facilitating access to
justice. The changes in and deep impact on
the lives are evident from the cases
presented earlier. With such changes
helping build self-esteem and respect,
sexual minorities tend to become more
responsible towards themselves, which
thereby improves their perception of risk and
thus their health seeking practices. Through
this approach we have seen greater
receptivity among sexual minorities in
positive behavior change thereby reducing
their vulnerability to STIs and HIV.

Miles to go before we sleep
Post-2015 development agenda has shifted
the paradigm of development response
globally. It is purely coincidental that
Bandhu's 3rd strategic plan period ended in
2016. The preparation of the 4th Strategic
Plan provided an excellent and timely
opportunity for Bandhu to continue providing
leadership to the response to sexual
minorities with the country.
In the 4th Strategic Plan (2017-21), the
Executive Board of Bandhu has decided to
expand the scope of its services to include
comprehensive well-being of sexual
minorities by addressing mental health
concerns and risks related to noncommunicable diseases, more aggressive
focus on poverty reduction and livelihood
sustainability through interventions around
social protection and entitlements. This
proposed Strategic Plan of Bandhu
proposes to directly contribute to the 5
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
and 17 SDG results.
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THE INVISIBLE,
UNHEARD AND
UNSUNG
Lives of sexual minorities across South
Asia are shrouded in silence and invisibility
due to a range of socio-cultural, religious,
legal and political issues. The situation in
Bangladesh was no different in 1996
despite the Constitution of People's
Republic of Bangladesh providing
fundamental rights civil rights to all its
citizens. Sexual minorities remained
unheard, with no safe space for expressing
themselves, no social support system, no
access to information or health services.
Their lives were stigmatized and
discriminated, both within homes and
outside.
Government health services were
inaccessible for the fear of being
discriminated, private health services were
beyond their reach as most of the sexual
minorities could not afford it. Access to
justice was unimaginable. Health, human
rights and development did not feature in
the financing landscape of either the
national government or international
development partners investing in
Bangladesh. As a result, civil society
response to the plight of the sexual
minorities in Bangladesh was non-existent.

Bangladesh
providing
fundamental
rights civil rights
to all its citizens.
Sexual
minorities
remained
unheard, with no
safe space for
expressing
themselves, no
social support
system

Left to their destiny in a hostile
environment, even a talk about sexual
minorities and their lives was deemed to
be a taboo.
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THE GENESIS
SETTING ON A
JOURNEY TOWARDS
EMPOWERMENT

Along with a
range of highrisk practices for
STI/HIV
infection. With
low levels of
HIV knowledge
and awareness,
low condom
usage and a
lack of access
to treatment for
STI infection

It all began with a missionary zeal. Naz
Foundation International, a UK based
international charity and community based
organization, led by Shivananda Khan
identified some key community
representatives, commissioned a study on the
sexual and reproductive health needs of MSM
in Bangladesh, conducted in Dhaka from
October 1996 - March 1997 funded by the
Ford Foundation, shared experiences of
forming community groups and collectivization
in other countries. The findings of this study
indicated social exclusion, marginalization, and
stigmatization amongst men who have sex
with men along with a range of high-risk
practices for STI/HIV infection. With low levels
of HIV knowledge and awareness, low
condom usage and a lack of access to
treatment for STI infections, the assessment
highlighted very vulnerable male population
groups with primarily gendered identities and
sexual practices as the primary framework of
MSM activities.
In 1996 this led to the formation of Bandhu
Social Welfare Society (Bandhu) a community
led group in Bangladesh. This was a landmark
moment in the history of sexual minorities in
Bangladesh as the following started taking
shape for the first time in the country.
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For the time ever a concerted effort was made towards
identifying community members and forming a group.



For the time ever a social space was created, where
anecdotes states that for the first time "I got to know
there were others like me and probably I was not
abnormal'.



For the first time ever, sexual minorities started talking
to their peers about their issues, their challenges and
their problems.

Such efforts towards forming a community group started in

1996, along with creating a safe space and spreading
information and the collective commitment led to
registration of Bandhu in 1997. The group got registered
as a not-for-profit organization with the Ministry of Social
Welfare, Government of the Republic of Bangladesh and
with the NGO Affairs Bureau. This was an effort for the
community, led by the community with no formal training in
management of NGOs. Thus began the journey of learning
and changing lives.
The initial services were education and outreach among
MSM networks, along with a range of socializing and
community-building activities through the provision of a
safe meeting space at Kakrail, covering primarily central
Dhaka. An STI clinical service providing syndromic
management treatment and care was initiated in April
1998.
In 2000, funding support from USAID/FHI Impact
Bangladesh enabled Bandhu to expand its coverage of
Dhaka City with two additional drop-in centres providing
empowerment programmes, outreach education and
clinical services. This support also enabled Bandhu to
scale up its male sexual health programme to include
service delivery in Comilla, Mymensingh, Rajbari and
Sylhet, as well extend the Government support service in
Chittagong. USAID/FHI Impact also supported the
development of a sexual health project for Hijras in Dhaka
city and Saver - "Shustha Jiban" - another socially
excluded group of biological males who were extremely
vulnerable to HIV/STI infection.
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STRATEGIC
APPROACH: ITS
EVOLUTION IN THE
LAST TWO DECADES
Bandhu's journey from a small informal group in
1996 to the largest community-led organization
working on health and human rights of sexual
minorities in Bangladesh has experienced:
a. a matured evolution of the response to
protecting health and human rights of
sexual minorities in Bangladesh.
Millennium
Development
Goals in the
early years to
until the end of
the 3rd Strategic
Plan period
(2016) and
promptly
realigning itself
with the post2015 global
development
agenda

b. an improved strategic formulation and
articulation of the response to ensure that it
shapes national responses and influences
change in the macro environment.
c. Responsiveness to the global development
agenda by aligning itself with the Millennium
Development Goals in the early years to until
the end of the 3rd Strategic Plan period (2016)
and promptly realigning itself with the post2015 global development agenda articulated
in its 4th Strategic Plan (2017-2021).
We present the evolution of Bandhu's strategic
response in the last two decades in the table
below followed by a pictorial representation of the
major milestones that the organization has faced.

Vision

Mission

Goals/Objective

Early Years (1997-2004)
Vision was not
articulated at
this stage.
Bandhu began
with a clear goal
and objective.

Mission
was not
articulated
at this
stage.
Bandhu
began with
a clear
goal and
objective.

IMPACT PAPER

Goal: Reduced risks of STD/HIV
transmission and improved sexual
health achieved and sustained
amongst males who have sex with
males in Bangladesh
Objective: Appropriate and
accessible sexual health
promotion services and STD
treatment for males from lowincome sectors who have sex
with males and their partners
provided across Bangladesh

14

A TALE OF TWO DECADES

Vision

Mission

Goals/Objective

1st Strategic Plan (2004-06)
Vision was not
articulated at
this stage.
Bandhu began
with a clear goal
and objective.

Mission was
not articulated
at this stage.
Bandhu began
with a clear
goal and
objective.



To meet the demand for
reaching the most
vulnerable males at risk
for HIV and sexually
transmitted infections
across Bangladesh.



Provide appropriate and
accessible sexual health
promotion services
amongst vulnerable and
socially excluded males
and improve their
livelihoods, and



To develop Bandhu as a
sustainable organization.



Preventing spread of
sexually transmitted
infections, including HIV.



Protecting human rights
of MSM and Transgender
/ Hijras.



Developing Bandhu as a
MSM and Hijras /
Transgender resource
organization



Strengthening
organizational capacity

2nd Strategic Plan (2007-11)
Bandhu
envisions a
Bangladesh
where every
person,
irrespective of
their gender and
sexuality, is able
to access quality
healthcare
services and
support for their
human rights.

Bandhu works
towards the
well-being of
stigmatized and
socially
excluded males
and their
partners, by
providing sexual
health services
and supporting
human rights
and alternate
livelihoods.
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Vision

Mission

Goals/Objective

3rd Strategic Plan (2012-16)
Bandhu
envisions a
Bangladesh
where every
person,
irrespective of
their gender and
sexuality, is able
to lead a quality
life with dignity,
human rights
and social
justice

Bandhu Social
Welfare
Society works
toward the
well-being of
sexual and
gender
minorities by
facilitating
sexual and
reproductive
health services
and supporting
human rights,
dignity and
livelihoods of
their choices.



Enhanced coverage and
comprehensive services
of sexual &reproductive
health and rights
including HIV for sexual
minority communities and
their partners



Reduced physical, social,
psychological and legal
harassment and stigma
of sexual minority
communities



Enhance decision making
ability of the sexual
minority communities in
programme and policy
issues



Improved livelihood
options for the sexual
minority community



Enhanced capacity and
sustainability of the
Bandhu organization



Improving access to
quality health care
including HIV and sexual
and reproductive health
rights. Addition of
prevention, screening
and referrals for noncommunicable diseases
and mental health.



Protection of human
rights and access to
justice.



Facilitating social
protection and social
entitlements for sexual
minorities.

4th Strategic Plan (2017-21)
Bandhu Social
Welfare Society
envisions a
society where
every person
leads a quality
life irrespective
of gender and
sexuality.

Bandhu works
towards
ensuring a
dignified living
for sexual
minorities
through
protecting
human rights,
quality health
including
sexual and
reproductive
health, access
to social
security and
justice.
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Bandhu's impact on the policy environment and
organizational milestones
Year

Organizati
onal
milestone

Impact on policy
environment: Results
of Bandhu's advocacy
& interventions

1996

Bandhu formed as a social
group

1997



Registered with Ministry
of Social Welfare & NGO
Affairs Bureau.



Set up DIC for MSM with
support from Royal
Norwegian Embassy

1998

Bandhu successfully
lobbied for inclusion of
MSM in the first ever
Strategic Plan of the
National AIDS/STD
Programme, Bangladesh.
Inclusion of MSM as a
population group in the
National Behaviour and
Serological Surveillance

1999



First scaling up of
programme in
Chittagong

Bandhu received the first
grant from UNDP through
the Ministry of Health and
family Welfare- evidence of
Government's
acknowledgement

2000



Agreement with FHI for
scaling up the
programme



Situation assessment of
MSM in Sylhet (FHI
supported)

Direct funding of work on
sexual minorities by the
Government. Bandhu
received the first grant
directly from the Ministry of
Health - evidence of
Government's
acknowledgement of the
need for intervene.



Situation assessment of
MSM in Mymensingh
(DFID supported)



Designated as the Best
Practice Organization for
MSM programme by the
UNAIDS.

2001

2003

Received ARMAN award
from the Naz Foundation
for best MSM project in the
region.

2004

First Strategic Plan of
Bandhu

2005

Grant from Government of
Bangladesh for HIV/AIDS
Targeted Intervention.
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Year

Organizati
onal
milestone

Impact on policy
environment: Results
of Bandhu's advocacy
& interventions

2006

Formation of regional
partnership on MSM - the
South Asian MSM AIDS
Network (SAMAN), Bandhu
became the founding
member.

2007



2nd Strategic Plan of
Bandhu



Policy and advocacy
initiative launched
through DFID support
from Manusher Jonyo
Foundation.

2008

Beginning of the
engagement with the
national and local level
media as a part of
Bandhu's advocacy work.

2009

Elected as a Governing
Committee member of Asia
Pacific Coalition on MSM
(APCOM).

2010



Significant expansion of
coverage for HIV/SRH
service delivery through
Round 9 National grant
from GFATM.



Launch of Media
Fellowship



Beginning of engagement
with the National Human
Rights Commission.

2011

Significant expansion of
Bandhu's work on capacity
building and advocacy
through the GFATM Round
9 Regional grant.

IMPACT PAPER

18

Environment is ready for 23
community groups across
Bangladesh to collectivize
and form independent
CBOs. The process started
without any fear. What a
contrast from 1996, when a
few people got together
under extremely adverse
policy environment behind
closed doors, to discuss
something that was hitherto
unspoken in the country.
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Year

Organizati
onal
milestone

Impact on policy
environment: Results
of Bandhu's advocacy
& interventions

2012

3rd Strategic Plan of
Bandhu

Inclusion of sexual
minorities in the Draft
National AntiDiscriminatory Laws result of Bandhu's
intensive advocacy as the
national and local levels.

2013

Declared by Manusher
Jonyo Foundation as the
outstanding organization
for compliance and
financial management
systems.



Recognition of Hijras as
the Third Gender by the
Government.



Acknowledgement of
human rights challenges
for sexual minorities for
the first time in the
Bangladesh UPR by the
Government.

2015

2016

Inclusion of sexual minority
as a group needing
attention in the 2nd
Strategic Plan (2016-20) of
the National Human Rights
Commission, Bangladesh.
4th Strategic Plan of
Bandhu (20017-21) aligning responses with the
Sustainable Development
Goals.
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Apart from the above, Bangladesh has witnessed certain
other significant changes as a spinoff and sustaining of the
movement started by Bandhu in 1996:
Issue

Then
(1996-97)

Now (2016)

Access to
health
services

No
Government
acknowledg
ement or
response.

Making the public health system
responsive and sensitive to the
needs of the sexual minority
population: central to the agenda
of the NSAP, Government of
Bangladesh
The prevalence of HIV amongst
MSM less than 1% as per
national surveillance (2011).
Bandhu's interventions which
began as early was 1996 and
the key role it has played has
contributed substantially to this
result.

Access to
legal support
and human
rights services

None in the
country

Legal helpline
Legal representation
Counseling
On-site crisis support

Public
Discourse

Completely
non-existent

National
Government
recognition
and response

Regular media coverage of issues
related to Sexual Minorities.
Legal recognition of Hijras as the
Third Gender

City
Corporation
Government
response

None

Dhaka, Khulna, Rajshahi and
Chittagong city corporation are
now committed to support Hijra
community at local level.

Civil Society
Response

None

Many NGOs have added
interventions on sexual minorities
to their existing agenda: a
reflection of mainstreaming of
response to sexual minorities.

Communitizati
on and
collectivization

None

23 community based
organizations set up excluding
Bandhu working.

International
development
support in
Bangladesh
on sexual
minority
issues

None

Almost all major donors /
international development
partners have invested in work on
social and health issues and
human rights of sexual minorities
in Bangladesh.
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Issue

Then
(1996-97)

Now (2016)

Family
acceptance

None

Though prejudices and bias still
exist, there is a much greater
acceptance within families.

Social
acceptance

None

Much greater sensitivity

Media
sensitivity

None

56 media persons/journalist are
now closely working with Bandhu.

Law
enforcement
agencies
sensitivity

None

Much greater sensitivity
Cooperation and support at the
field level.

SOME
OTHER KEY
RESULTS
Some of the other key results of Bandhu's
advocacy, follow up and networking efforts
are as follows:


The National Human Rights Commission
has formed a separate committee to deal
with TG issues along with other minority
issues in the country.



Inclusion of a section on sexual minority
issues (Section 8.3 Stigmatized
population) in the draft National
Psychosocial Counseling Policy 2016
under Section 8 which deals with
'Psychosocial Counseling for Special
Population'.



As a result of successful policy advocacy
of Bandhu, the National Curriculum and
Textbook Board of Bangladesh has
agreed to incorporate third gender issues
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population) in
the draft
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Psychosocial
Counseling
Policy 2016
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which deals with
'Psychosocial
Counseling
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in the Supplementary Reading Material for the students
of class IX and above.


Bandhu's efforts have resulted in the adoption of
training package in national health services for the
government doctors to sensitize them for providing STI
and HIV services to MSM and Hijras. The modules
were developed by the UNDP.



Apart from requesting National Legal Aid Services
Organization (NLASO) to include third gender issues in
its policies and extend support to gender diverse
population, Bandhu lobbied for a separate box for 3rd
gender on the Legal support application form of
NLSAO. NLASO agreed to amend form accordingly. It
was also agreed that Bandhu will work closely with
NLASO and during the National Legal Aid Day on 28
April 2017, Bandhu will be given a scope for mass
sensitization on third gender issues in the presence of
Honorable Prime Minister and top echelon policy
makers.



As a result of successful policy advocacy of Bandhu,
the National Curriculum and Textbook Board of
Bangladesh has agreed to consider the incorporation
of 3rd gender issues in the Supplementary Reading
Material for the students of class IX and above.



Bangladesh Bank, the central bank of Bangladesh has
issued a circular instructing all banks of the country to
make provision for "financial inclusion" for small and
medium enterprise loans to facilitate entrepreneurship
among all minority groups including third gender
population (Transgender/hijra).



The National Strategy for Adolescent Health
Bangladesh has incorporated sexual minority issues as
Strategic objective-4 under the Thematic Area-6 which
help generating solid evidence on age, gender, sexual
orientation, gender identity, and vulnerability of the
adolescent groups.
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NUMBERS BEHIND
THE IMPACT
Service Delivery
Media Fellow
Program on
Sexual
Minorities in
Bangladesh. In
the last five
years, trained
media fellows
have published
over 147
newspaper
reports on
issues affecting
sexual
minorities

Bandhu's coverage of service delivery spans
across more than 50 percent of the districts (32
out of 64) in the country. In 22 of these districts,
Bandhu provides the services directly and in the
remaining 10 districts services are rendered
through the downstream CBOs facilitated and
nurtured by Bandhu. More than 20,000 MSM
and Hijras have accessed SRHR services and
received more than 5 million condoms and
lubricants through Bandhu outreach work and
through the drop-in-centers. More than 7600
episodes of STIs have been diagnosed and
treated at the drop in centers directly managed
by Bandhu. More than 7000 sexual minorities
have received HIV testing and counseling
services.

Capacity development
In the last 20 years, Bandhu has trained more than

15,000 service providers to reach and provide services
to the hijra and MSM population. More than 500
government staff across different Ministries including
Health have been sensitized on sexual minority issues.

Protecting human rights
Since Bandhu started its work on protecting human rights
through awareness, capacity development, networking
and advocacy, it has documented 230 cases of human
rights violation. One of the innovations has been the
establishment of Watchdog Committee in 2012 with 42
members to act as first responders and facilitators for
human rights violations. The legal helpline started by
Bandhu in 2013 has until December 2016 received

2115 calls for support. 36 cases of human rights
violation have been referred to different national and local
public institutions for redressal. Bandhu has been
instrumental in amicably settling

31 human rights

violation cases out of courts through alternate dispute
redressal mechanisms. More than 500 police officials
have been sensitized on human rights issues of sexual
minorities.

Advocacy
Advocacy has been an integral component of Bandhu's
efforts towards building an enabling environment for
sexual minorities in the country. Approach to advocacy has
been multi-pronged targeting policy makers, administrators,
the law enforcement agencies and the media.
Until now Bandhu has successfully completed 19
national and sub-national level advocacy consultation
meetings / seminars. It has also trained more than 500
staff from law enforcement agencies have been sensitized
on sexual minority issues.
In its efforts towards media advocacy, Bandhu has
awarded Media Fellowships to 56 journalists in a first of
its kind Media Fellow Program on Sexual Minorities in
Bangladesh. In the last five years, trained media fellows
have published over 147 newspaper reports on issues
affecting sexual minorities in Bangladesh. The intensity of
such coverage is a complete change from 1996 where the
media has transitioned from a state of complete silence on
this issue to being an effective watchdog for protecting the
rights and entitlements of the sexual minorities in the
country.

Community engagement and strengthening
Bandhu has set up and is managing

34 social spaces

across 22 districts for community group meetings / dropin-centers. Bandhu has supported 23 community groups
form their own organizations (CBOs) who are already
providing services in

17 districts.
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National, Regional and international representations
and networking
Representation in different national forum:
i.

STI/AIDS Network of Bangladesh

ii.

Human Rights Forum of Bangladesh

iii. SRHR Platform Bangladesh
iv. SDG Forum

Representation in different international forum:
i.

SAMAN (South Asia MSM and AIDS Network)

ii.

APCOM (Asia Pacific Coalition on Male Sexual
Health)

iii. South Asia LGBT Network
iv. South Asia Human Rights Association (SAHRA) of
Marginalized Sexuality and Gender
v.

International AIDS Society

vi. ASAP (AIDS Society for Asia and the Pacific)
vii. APNSW (Asia Pacific Network of Sex Workers)
viii. (MSMGF) MSM Global Forum
ix. CSBR (Sexual and Bodily rights in Muslim Society)
x. Commonwealth Eqality Network

How Results have Shaped Lives
of the Invisible
Bandhu's interventions in the last 20 years have had a
positive influence on the lives of thousands of sexual
minorities. Life experiences and how they have evolved
and changed communicate the real story behind the
numbers. We have stories from the field of how human
rights have been protected and human dignity restored. A
peep into some of these lives are presented below:

IMPACT PAPER

27

A TALE OF TWO DECADES

CASE
Livelihood
at stake,
NHRC
roped in,
rights
upheld

1

Sohel, a … year old Hijra,
working with the Bangladesh
Medical Studies and Research
Institute (BMSRI) for 10 years,
kept his identity concealed for
the fear of stigmatization and
discrimination at the work
place. Circumstances evolved
in a way that he had to reveal
his identity to his colleagues.
All hell broke loose thereafter.
Work environment became
hostile and adverse. Sohel
was braving this adversity with
a lot of determination and grit
and continued performing his
duties at the BMSRI. As luck
would have it, Sohel took two
days of approved leave to
attend his ailing father. He had
to extend his leave by three
more days due to the
deteriorating condition of his
father. On resuming work, he
got to know that he has been
terminated from his job.
Rounds of pleading with his
supervisor resulted in
revocation of his termination
order. But the discrimination
manifested itself in a different
form. Sohel stopped receiving
his salary from the employer
for reasons unknown to him.
Five months passed without
salary, leaving Sohel in an
impoverished condition unable
to make his both ends meet.
Not being able to meet his
responsibilities due to financial
constraint, led him into severe
depression. At this stage
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Sohel decided to seek support
from the legal helpline "AIN
ALAP" managed by Bandhu
through a Watch Dog
Committee member. AIN
ALAP stepped forward, took
cognizance of the case,
undertook preliminary fact
finding exercise and escalated
the matter to the National
Human Rights Commission
(NHRC). Based on the
constitutional provisions of
work as a right and obligation
of the state not to discriminate
against any citizen, the NHRC
took up the case and
adjudicated the matter in favor
of Sohel in just four hearings.
The NHSRC issued
appropriate orders to the
BSMRI and all dues were paid
to Sohel by the BSMRI in the
presence the Director, NHRC
and Additional District Judge
and Bandhu representatives
and his job restored.

REFLECTIONS FROM

THE CASE OF SOHEL
Case of Sohel presents a mixed story. Whereas such
discrimination and gross violation of human rights in
an organization like the BSMRI indicates that the
work towards changing attitudes and prejudices
needs to continue despite two decades of intensive
efforts, public institutions - in this case the NHRC has become extremely sensitive and responsive to
issues of discrimination, stigmatization and violation
of the rights of the sexual minority population within
the country.
This is a significant change in the environment
resulting from intensive engagement of Bandhu
with the NHRC and law enforcement agencies in
the country.
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CASE
Property
at stake,
Ward
Counselor
roped in,
rights
upheld

2

Md. Shahidul Abser (40
years), a member of sexual
and gender diverse community
bought land in 2015 in
Paharpur area of Cox's bazar
from a person named Lal
Miah. At the time of taking
possession of the land,
Shahidul faced severe threats
from the owner of the adjacent
land who used local muscle
power to intimate him.
Completely disempowered
and lost, Shahidul did not
know what to do. He finally
approached the local leaders
who did not pay heed to the
issue and gave no audience to
Shahidul. Completely
frustrated, Shahidul met a
member of Bandhu's
Watchdog Committee of that
area and explained him the
situation. The matter was
reported to Bandhu's AIN
ALAP unit, preliminary fact
finding mission was
undertaken by Bandhu to
assess whether there is a
prima facie merit in the
allegations. Bandhu managed
to seek the intervention of the
Cox's Bazar Ward Councilor
who took interest and
amicably resolved the matter
through mediation. The Ward
Councilor also facilitated the
legitimate possession of the
land by Shahidul and ensured
that Shahidul erects boundary
wall around the land under the
Councilor's direct supervision.
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REFLECTIONS FROM

THE CASE OF SHAHIDUL
Case of Shahidul demonstrates the effectiveness of
Bandhu's Watch Dog Committee approach to ensure
local responsiveness to cases of human rights
violation. It also shows how effective awareness and
sensitization programmes have ensured that local
elected representatives are willing to provide
leadership in addressing such cases of violation
without discriminating on grounds of sexual
orientation.
Bandhu will need to continue with its efforts probably
until the day where a Shahidul can get this support
without the mediation of Watch Dog Committees set
up by Bandhu. Such structures need to be
mainstreamed within the public institutions entrusted
with the responsibility of protecting human rights.

CASE
Acceptance
by Family

3

Today 29-year Anowar is
proud of her identity, proud of
the social recognition and
acceptance she has agained.
Her dance performances are
appalauded by all. Her
parents' are proud of her as
she has stood by them in
good and bad times, with
financial and mental support.
But Anowar's life was not
always like this. She was in a
state of deep despair, mental
frustration with string suicidal
tendencies because of her
self-imposed sense of failure
in life. This was the situation
about five years back. She
was looked down upon by the
society, scorned by her family
members, at times beaten by
her father - all because she
demonstrated strong feminine
traits in her mannersism and
enjoyed cross dressing and
make up. Anowar did not
know wjom to talk to. Nor did
she know what was happening
to her. She had a string feeling
that she was the only one
living with such 'strange
experiences'. Twice she
attempted to end her life. She
has lost all interest in her
dance performances which
she at one time enjoyed.
At this stage of her life she got
to know about Bandhu.
Bandhu counselors helped her
come out of depression.
Anowar got the opportunity to
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attend a series of like skills
training conducted by Bandhu.
She got exposed to
communication skiils,
negotiation skills, handling
stressful situations, skills
related to converting adversity
to advantage. The results
were immediate. She applied
the skills in her dialgue with
parents. She started
demanding from her parents'
that they reflect as to who
(she or her brother) has been
of greater support to them,
whether she or her brother
has brought about family
disrepute resulting in police
intervention within the house.
Series of such questions,
make her parents' actually
realize the deep family values
and respect that Anowar had.
Gradually parents' attitude
started changing. With this,
Anowar could focus more on
her creatice and dancing
skills. Bandhu continued to
handhold during this process.
Within no time, Anowar
became a star dance
performer. Her performances
were liked by all. Family's
acceptability increased. She
was of a much greater support
to her family than her brother.
Her identity as a Hijra no
longer affected her family and
social interactions. Anowar
says, 'Had I not been a
dancer, probably my struggle
would have been for 10 years.
But I can never forget how
Bandhu helped me change my
life, they helped me realize my
own strength and values. I
owe this life to Bandhu. I know
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because of my dancing skills
and performances, my
acceptability within my family
and society increased to an
extent which is rare. But what
I can tell you is that most of
the families of our fraternity
(sexual minorities) have now
accepted the sexual
preferences and identity of
their children, though with the
condition that they identify
their own social space to
express themselves, but
behave 'normally' when at
home or in the neighbourhood.
Whereas this is a big change
in the social envrionment, lot
more needs to be done to
ensure that family and society
is completely free of
discrimination on the basis of
sexual orienattion and gender
identity.'

REFLECTIONS FROM

THE CASE OF ANOWAR
We see some shift in attitude across families. There
is a relatively greater acceptance now. Over a period
of time, we see the strength of family bonds
emerging stronger than social attitudes or fear of
what 'the society will say' or 'the fear of religion'.
Thus we see greater number of families accepting
the sexuality preferences and gender identity of their
sons/daughters with a caveat though that they can
be who they are but not while they are at home or in
the neighborhood or within their family social circle.
The case of Anowar may be an extreme, but her
views summarized in her quote at the end of Case
Study 3 best capture the current situation in
Bangladesh. Work with families need to continue by
exposing more and more sexual minorities to like
skills training.
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BANDHU
INNOVATIONS FOR
SEXUAL
MINORITIES IN
BANGLADESH
In fact, the concept and approach of Bandhu including
what Bandhu started its work with in 1997 was an
innovation of sorts in the constrained socio-political
environment of Bangladesh at that point in time. However,
some of the specific initiatives of Bandhu that have been
innovative and have shown early results are listed below:

Media Fellowships
56 journalists have been awarded Media
Fellowship by Bandhu in a first of its kind
Media Fellow Program on Sexual Minorities in
Bangladesh. In the last five years, trained
media fellows have published over 147
newspaper reports on issues affecting sexual
minorities in Bangladesh. The intensity of such
coverage is a complete change from 1996
where the media has transitioned from a state
of complete silence on this issue to being an
effective watchdog for protecting the rights and
entitlements of the sexual minorities in the
country.

Ain Alap: Legal Helpline
"…the sexual behavior and gender identities
that do not fit within the accepted normative
values of the society are frowned upon and
considered intolerable. …, no public
discussion is generated to address the
violations faced by the LGBT community".
Therefore, rights violation of the sexual
minorities remain out of focus (for most of the
time) to the authority. The AIN ALAP (legal
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helpline) of Bandhu has documented more
than 230 incidents of rights violation
experienced by sexual minorities in
Bangladesh during July 2013 to December
2016 period.

Watchdog Committees as Human Rights Defenders
Considering the increasing frequency and
magnitude of the rights violations and the
vulnerability of the sexual minority populations
to protect themselves against those
encroachments, Bandhu as a part of its
commitment, has initiated an organized and
collaborative effort to stand alongside its
targeted population groups. With its proactive
workforce and collective supports from
different stakeholders, Bandhu has already
formed Watchdog Committees (WDC)
comprising of 6 members each in all seven
divisions of the country to fulfill this
commitment.
The committee members collect information of
harassments and violence occurring with the
MSM and hijra populations in their respective
districts, produce harassment report using
prescribed format and send the filled out
format(s) to Bandhu legal corner so that
Bandhu can take necessary initiatives
accordingly.

Special focus for the young and adolescent
MSM and Hijra/TG
Young and Adolescent MSM and Hijra/TG are
living with fear of alienation and stigmatized
relation to their identity disclosure. The fear
creates emotional distress exerts, of
depression, suicidal ideation. For the first time
in Bangladesh, an intervention with exclusive
focus was designed by Bandhu for the young
and adolescent MSM and Hijra.
Considering the reality of these inevitable risks
and vulnerabilities, Bandhu aimed at creating
young MSM and Hijra friendly environment
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taking into considering their views and
feelings. To this effect, Bandhu established
"HIM" (corner) in 2013. Afterwards, the
UNICEF extended its supports from April 2014
under the project titled 'HIV prevention, referral
treatment and care' for most at risk adolescent
and young people in Bangladesh.'
Following initiatives have been taken with the
aim to creating empathetic environment for the
adolescent/young MSM and TG through HIM:


Establish/enhance network through using
IEC materials, Information and
Communication Technology (e.g. opening
and maintaining HIM Facebook page)



Organize Open Adda (within the HIM
members)



Organize Life Skill Education Trainings
(especially to ensure safer sex practice
and reduce the vulnerability of HIV &
AIDS)



Create scopes to generate knowledge on
sexuality education, human rights issues



Provide HCT (HIV Counseling and Testing)
to the HIM members



Provide Free Medical Treatment



Arrange Psychosocial and Psychosexual
Counseling



Make available of (free) Internet Browsing
facility



To create opportunities of EduEntertainment session

UNICEF, at a later stage, extended support to
implement this HIM initiative in Dhaka. The
tangible result of this initial support of RFSU is
that with the successful program
implementation of Dhaka-HIM and based on
the recommendations of divisional colloquiums
with youth circles (nurtured with RFSU
support), UNICEF again extended support to
expand HIM activities in Chittagong division as
well.
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Another achievement is that the
issues of gender diverse young and
adolescent community members are
incorporated in the current Most-AtRisk-Adolescent (MARA) strategy of
UNICEF.

Shaping the National Response

Bandhu
representative
managed to
seek an entry
into the
meetings of the
National
STD/AIDS
Program
Bangladesh.
Bandhu was
responsible for
Inclusion of
sexual
minorities

Bandhu's efforts started to influence and shape
the national response to STI and HIV for sexual
minorities. Even before Bandhu was registered
at a stage that it started working as an informal
community group, Bandhu representative
managed to seek an entry into the meetings of
the National STD/AIDS Program Bangladesh.
Bandhu was responsible for Inclusion of sexual
minorities as a at-risk population in the first ever
national strategic plan of Bangladesh. Shale
Ahmed, who participated in the meeting
representing Bandhu (and who later became the
founding Executive Director) reminisces: "There
was a lot of fear in me. For the first time I was
attending such a meeting. When I spoke of MSM
in the meeting, there was an eloquent silence.
Eye balls were crossing each other. Nobody
knew what to say. It was probably the first time
ever in the history of independent Bangladesh
that somebody spoke about this population in a
government meeting. With lot of courage I broke
the silence to take the discussion forward. The
rest is history…"
Since then Bandhu has been central to and has
provided appropriate leadership in the work on
human rights and sexual minorities in the
country. Reflected in the table on "Impact on
Policy Environment" earlier in this document.

Organizational growth of
Bandhu
Beginning with a 2-member group in 1996 to a
staff strength over 300 in 2016, Bandhu has
experienced phenomenal organizational growth
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and development. In the last 20 years, it has successfully
implemented 58 short and long term projects (including
those currently being implemented) funded by almost 30
different donor agencies within and outside the country
(See Annex 1 for list of projects and Annex 2 for list of
donors). About 50% percentage of its donors have
provided repeat funding to Bandhu which substantiates
Bandhu's capacity and ability to manage large projects.
Some of the highlights are mentioned below:
a.

Successfully implemented projects totaling to

BDT 1,200,000,000 (US$ 1.2 billion) in
the last 20 years.
b.

The current fund management capacity (BDT 200
million in 2016) has increased by more than
325% from what it was in 2008 (BDT 60 million).

c.

From individual led response to a system-driven
organization: Bandhu has policies and guidelines
for almost every aspect of organizational
governance, functioning and operations
management instilling confidence in those who
are investing in the development agenda through
Bandhu. All such systems have been
independently audited by large international
donors / financing institutions like the Global
Fund and the USAID and found to be robust for
funding support. The credit for this organizational
strengthening goes primarily to The Global Fund
and Swedish International Development Agency.

d.

Been recognized by national and internationalized
donors for its quality work, innovative
contributions to MSM intervention and project
financial management systems and capacity.

Contribution to the Millennium
Development Goals
Bandhu's work in Bangladesh has had a major impact on
MDG 6 through its work on prevention, access and
treatment of HIV among the sexual minorities. The
significant impact that Bandhu has had in shaping the
national response to sexual minorities' health and human
rights in Bangladesh has been mentioned earlier in this
document.
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The General
Economics
Division,
Bangladesh
Planning
Commission, in
the September
2015 report.
Bangladesh's
progress on the
HIV component
of MDG 6
"Combating HIV,
Malaria and
Other Diseases

The overall progress of Bangladesh against
the MDGs has been presented in The
General Economics Division, Bangladesh
Planning Commission, in the September
2015 report. Bangladesh's progress on the
HIV component of MDG 6 "Combating HIV,
Malaria and Other Diseases" has been
significant as evident from this extract from
the report: "The data of the 9th round
National HIV Serological Surveillance
conducted in June 2011 show that the
prevalence of HIV/AIDS in Bangladesh is
currently less than 0.1 per cent and thus still
below an epidemic level…. Thus, the overall
data suggest that the intervention
programmes are having a positive effect."
With Bandhu's efforts currently covering
almost 41% of the total self-identified Hijras
and

14% of the self-identified MSM in the

country (for many years after its beginning, Bandhu
remained as the sole provider of health and human rights
services for sexual minorities) spread across almost

50% of the districts in the country, Bandhu has had a
significant role to play in influencing the progress against
the MDG 6. Bandhu's contribution in response to MDG 6
in the country has had deeper impact on human lives as
for the time ever in Bangladesh Bandhu was successful in
placing the interventions for sexual minorities within the
framework of protecting human rights and facilitating
access to justice. The changes in and deep impact on the
lives are evident from the cases presented earlier. With
such changes helping build self-esteem and respect,
sexual minorities tend to become more responsible
towards themselves, which thereby improves their
perception of risk and thus their health seeking practices.
Through this approach we have seen greater receptivity
among sexual minorities in positive behavior change
thereby reducing their vulnerability to STIs and HIV.

A

MILES TO GO AND
WAY FORWARD
Post-2015 development agenda has shifted
the paradigm of development response
globally. It is purely coincidental that
Bandhu's 3rd strategic plan period ended
in 2016. The preparation of the 4th
Strategic Plan provided an excellent and
timely opportunity for Bandhu to
continue providing leadership to the
response to sexual minorities with the
country.
In the 4th Strategic Plan (2017-21), the
Executive Board of Bandhu has decided to
expand the scope of its services to include
comprehensive well-being of sexual
minorities by addressing mental health
concerns and risks related to noncommunicable diseases, more aggressive
focus on poverty reduction and livelihood
sustainability through interventions
around social protection and entitlements.
This proposed Strategic Plan of Bandhu
proposes to directly contribute to with the
5 SDGs and 17 SDG results listed in the
table below:
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Annex 1
List of Projects
Sl #

Project
Period

Name of Projects

1

Male Sexual Health Programme

From 1996 to
till date

2

Male Sexual Health Programme

1st July 1997 to
30 June 2000

3

Male Sexual Health Programme

1st July 2000 to
31 March 2004

4

Bandhu-HIV and STI Prevention
Programme

October 2000 to
31 October, 2005

5

Social Behavioral Network Exercise
(SBNE)

20th December
2004 to 31 March
2005

6

Male Sexual Health Programme

10 January 2004 to
9th January 2005

7

An Integrated Approach to Combating
HIV/AIDS Focusing Advocacy &
Human Rights

1st July 2004 to
30 June 2005

8

Promoting Risk Reduction behaviour
among MSM for HIV/AIDs Intervention
Fund ( HAIF) component under
HIV/AIDS Prevention Project (HAPP)

1st September
2004 to 30 June
2005

9

PNS in support of men having sex
with men and transgender/ hijras

1st May 2007 to
31st December
2007

10

HIV/AIDS Targeted Intervention
Project (HATI)

1st January 208
to 31 March 209

11

Addressing HIV prevention among
Hijras: The use of Media and
Advocacy to improve Society's
perception of Hijras in Bangladesh

1st December
2004 to 30 June
2005

12

Bandhu-HIV and STI Prevention
Program

1st November
2005 to
September 2009

13

Upholding Human Rights of Males
who have sex with Males (MSM) An
integrated approach for STIs/HIV
intervention

1st March 2006
to April 2008

14

Male Sexual Health Project

1st September 2006
to August 2009

15

Strengthening of HIV prevention for
MSM with special focus on Peer
Education approach in Bangladesh

1st December
2007 to March
2009
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Sl #

Name of Projects

Project
Period

16

Implementation of MSM (men have sex
with men) packages for HIV/AIDS
targeted intervention under HNPSP

1st January 2008
to December
2008

17

Geon Kathi

1st February
2008 to 31
January 2009

18

Advocacy and Education Support for the
People Living with HIV/AIDS

1st March 2008 to
28 February 2009

19

Addressing the impact of socio-cultural
and economic impediments of MSM in
Bangladesh

1st May 2008 to
30 June 2013

20

Promoting Risk Reduction Among
Transgender/Hijras Through Life Skills
and Advocacy

1st June 2008 to
31 January 2009

21

Addressing stigma and Discrimination
against MSM and TG in Bangladesh

1st October 2008
to 1st September
2009

22

Bandhu-HIV and STI Prevention Project

1st October 2009
to July 2014

23

A right based initiative to community
strengthening, reducing stigma &
discrimination and minimizing risk of the
future spread of HIV in sexual minorities
in Bangladesh

1st January 2010
to 31 December
2012

24

Expanding HIV Prevention in
Bangladesh (Proving HIV prevention
services with Males having sex with
Males (MSM) and Transgender (Hijra) in
Bangladesh)

1st August 2010
to 30 November
2015

25

Expanding HIV Prevention in
Bangladesh (Proving HIV prevention
services with Males having sex with
Males (MSM) and Transgender (Hijra) in
Bangladesh)

1st August 2010
to 30 November
2015

26

Reducing the impact of HIV on men who 01 May 2011 to
have sex with men and transgender
30 June 2013
population in South Asia (DIVA)

27

Reducing the impact of HIV on men who 1st May 2011 to
have sex with men and transgender
December 2016
population in South Asia

28

Uphold the Sexual Health and Rights of
Sexual Minorities in Bangladesh

1st January 12 to
31 December 2012

29

Empowerment of men who have sex
with men, transgender and people living
with HIV in Bangladesh

1st May 2012 to
30 October 2013
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Sl #

Project
Period

Name of Projects

30

SAHRA Bangladesh

1st June 2012 to
31 March 2013

31

Exploring new ways of improving the
sexual health and wellbeing of Young
males in Bangladesh and Kenya
through a motivational intervention
approach

1st January 2013
to December
2015

32

SAHRA Bangladesh

1st April 2013 to
December 2015

33

Upholding human rights of sexual
minority population in Bangladesh

1st July 2013 to
December 2014

34

Promotion and protection of rights of
sexual minority population in
Bangladesh

1st July 2013 to
March 2014

35

Promotion and protection of rights of
sexual minority population in
Bangladesh

1st July 2014 to
March 2015

36

Addressing Rights Violation of sexual
Minority Population in Bangladesh

1st September
2013 to
December 2014

37

Community Empowerment

1st October 2013
to May 2014

38

Link Up: Better sexual and
reproductive health & rights (SRHR)
for young people affected by HIV in
Bangladesh

1st December
2013 to
December 2015

39

Core Support for Sexual and
Reproductive Health and Rights

1st January 2014
to December
2016

40

HIV prevention, referral treatment and
care for most at risk adolescent &
young people in Bangladesh (focusing
on adolescent and young males with
different sexual orientation and gender
identity)

1st April 2014 to
March 2015

41

Promotion and protection of rights of
sexual minority population in Bangladesh

1st July 2014 to
March 2015

42

Possibility

1st November
2014 to
December 2015

43

SRHR of Young LGBT

1st November
2014 to
December 2015

44

Exchange visit and feasibility Study

1 may 2015 to 31
July 2015
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Sl #

Project
Period

Name of Projects

45

Reducing the level of rights violation
and abuse towards the sexual
minorities in Bangladesh

1st May 2015 to
April, 2016

46

HIV prevention, referral treatment and
care for most at risk adolescent &
young people in Bangladesh (focusing
on adolescent and young males with
different sexual orientation and gender
identity)

1st June 15 to
May 2016

47

USAID'S Human Rights in
Development

15th June 2015
to 14th June 2018

48

Strengthening human rights
environment of Sexual Minority
Population in Bangladesh

15th July 2015 to
15 March, 2016

49

Exploration of Mental Health needs
and support systems among the LGBT
population in Bangladesh

1st September,15
to 31 August,
2016

50

Human Rights Alliance Bangladesh

1 February 2015
to 31 December,
2015

51

Continuation of the prioritized HIV
prevention services among key
populations in Bangladesh

1st December,
2015 to 30
November, 2017

52

Unit For Body Rights (UBR-2)

1st January 2016
to 31 December,
2019

53

Building the next generations
movement leaders and organizations in
South Asia for young people's sexual
and reproductive health and rights in
Bangladesh

1st December,
2015 to 31
December 2016

54

Promoting peace and Coexistence in
Bangladesh

1stJanuary 2016
to 31 December,
2016

55

Right Here Right Now (RHRN)

January 2017 to
December 2018

56

Equality and social justice for SIGI
Population

October 2016 to
February 2017

57

Stigma and discrimination free
environment for HIV infected and
affected MSM

November 2016
to October 2018
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Annex 2
List of Donors
1.

The Peoples Republic of Bangladesh

2.

Arrow

3.

Ausaid

4.

BHC

5.

British High Commission, Dhaka

6.

Embassy of the Kingdom of Netherlands (EKN)

7.

Elton Joan Foundation

8.

Fk Norway

9.

The Global Fund - RCC/ICDDR'B

10.

The Global Fund-Regional/PSI

11.

The Global Fund-Regional/UNDP Bangkok Regional Hub

12.

GHRD

13.

The Global Fund - NFM

14.

H & M Hennes & Mauritz

15.

High Commission of Canada

16.

LLH - The Norwegian LGBT Association

17.

Link Up/HASAB

18.

Manusher Jonno Foundation (MJF)

19.

MRGI

20.

Rutgers WPF - The Netherlands

21.

SIDA - RFSU

22.

ShareNet

23.

The Royal Tropical Institute/KIT

24.

The Royal Norwegian Embassy

25.

Tides Foundation International

26.

The foundation for AIDS Research (amfAR)

27.

USAID/Family Health International (FHI)

28.

UNICEF

29.

UNFPA

30.

UNAIDS

31.

USAIDS

32.

US Embassy - Dhaka

33.

ViiV Health Care - UK

34.

World Bank
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Bandhu Social Welfare Society
Bringing Changes. Improving Lives. Keeping Promises.

99 Kakrail, Dhaka 1000, Bangladesh
Phone: +880 2 9339898, 9356868, 58316041
Fax : +880 2 9331048
E-mail: info@bandhu-bd.org
Web: www.bandhu-bd.org

